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AGENDA 
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND FORESTRY 
 
 
Tuesday, May 24, 2016            2800 N. Lincoln Blvd. 
10:00 a.m.     Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
      
 
 
1. Call to Order  
 
2. Roll Call  
 
3. Declaration of a Quorum  
 
4. Introduction of Guests  
 
5. Consideration and Proposed Action on Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of April 12, 

2016 
 
6. Public Comment 
 
7. Consideration and Proposed Action on Division Reports  
 
 I.    A. Administrative Services – Bryan Painter 

Summary of present financial condition of the agency and monthly activities in the 
following areas: Finance, Human Resources, Fleet Management, Data Processing and 
Agriculture Law Enforcement Investigators.   
 

  B. Laboratory Services – Tanna Kilpatrick 
   Summary of analytical activities, customer contacts, and other pertinent information 

related to laboratory operations. 
 

C. Forestry Services – George Geissler  
   Summary of activities and accomplishments in resource protection and rural fire 

defense, forest management and regeneration, water quality, urban forestry, forestry 
education and law enforcement.  Includes statistics on wildfires and law enforcement 
activity and narrative of forestry program highlights for the month. 

 
D. Consumer Protection Services – Kenny Naylor 

   Addresses stop sale orders on insect and disease infested crops, phytosanitary 
certificates issued, insect survey summaries, pesticide registration updates, pesticide 
inspections, seed program and seed laboratory updates, weights and measures reports, 
scanner inspections, grain warehouses and meetings attended by division personnel.  
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E. Animal Industry Services – Rod Hall, DVM 
 Addresses information and activities of staff related to control and eradication of 

animal diseases affecting livestock and livestock market audits.  It also addresses 
emergency response preparation and education for response to any outbreak of 
foreign, emerging and/or eradicated disease.  

 
 F.   Wildlife Services – Kevin Grant 

   Summary of activities and accomplishments in wildlife damage management to 
protect state resources such as agriculture, property, natural resources, and public 
health and safety from wildlife damage and wildlife threats.  

 
  G. Agricultural Statistics – Wilbert Hundl, Jr.  
   Addresses the current crop conditions and livestock inventory numbers.  Also 

included is a report on the number of information requests received, reports released 
during the previous month, reports to be released during the current month, and the 
meetings attended by Division personnel during the previous month. 

 
  H. Market Development Services – Jamey Allen 

   Summary of the accomplishments, projects and events of Ag in the Classroom, 
Agritourism, Communications, Domestic Marketing (Made in Oklahoma, Made in 
Oklahoma Coalition), Diversified Marketing (Farmers Market, Specialty Crop Block 
Grants, Plasticulture, Farm to School), International Marketing, Market News and 
Rural Economic Development. 

 
I. Agricultural Environmental Management Services – Jeremy Seiger 

Executive summary that addresses Swine Feeding Operations, registered poultry 
feeding operations and poultry waste applicators, National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES), plus agricultural composting facilities.  Includes 
numbers and statistics on complaint investigations, technical assistance contacts, 
inspections, enforcement/compliance activities and seminars/meetings attended by 
Division personnel for the month. 
 

J. Office of General Counsel – Teena Gunter 
Summarizes activities of the division and Commercial Pet Breeders, including rules, 
collections, legal research, meetings, support for programs, contracts, employment 
issues, open records requests, farming and ranching incorporations, and informal and 
formal enforcement actions before the Board, district court, and federal court. 

 
L. Food Safety Services – Stan Stromberg 
 Addresses the inspection of meat, poultry, egg, and milk processing facilities to 

determine compliance with regulatory standards. 
 

      II.  Ag Communications and Outreach Update – Bryan Painter 
 
8. Consideration and Proposed Action on Claims 
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9. Consideration and Proposed Action on Purchases/Contracts 
 
FY 17 - A T & T Wireless - Agency cellular pooled plan phone and data service - 
$110,000.00 
 
FY 17 - BMI - Laserfiche software - $23,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Statewide Vendor -Vehicle fuel and maintenance - $1,500,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Agency Workers Comp Insurance premium - $340,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Volunteer Firefighters Workers Comp Insurance premium - $169,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Department of Public Safety - Unarmed Security - $15,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Bank of America - Credit Card charges - $30,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Federal Express - Agency Shipping Services - $25,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Statewide Vendor - Bulk Fuel - $180,000.00 
 
FY 17 - NASDA - Membership dues - $10,700.00 
 
FY 17- Oklahoma Capital Improvement Authority - Bond payments - $1,693,696.00 
 
FY 17 - Oklahoma Employment Security Commission - Unemployment benefits - 
$30,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Oklahoma Firefighters Pension - Pension payment for Volunteer Firefighters - 
$92,500.00 
 
FY 17 - Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System - Retirees unused sick leave for 
agency - $35,000 
 
FY 17 - OMES - Agency Telephone service - $70,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - Department of Central Services- Printing - $10,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - Department of Central Services - Ag Stats Printing - $6,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES -  Department of Central Services - Liability, vehicle personal property, 
equipment, contents, Tort and Directors and Officers Insurance - $85,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - CORE - Transactions fees - $27,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - EBC - FICA Savings - $15,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - Facility Services - Service Management Agreement - $333,477.00 
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FY 17 - OMES - ISD - Service Level Agreement - $706,000.00 
 
FY 17 - OMES - OPM - Merit System Charges - $65,000.00 
 
FY 17 - PDS Solutions - Agency Printer Maintenance - $13,500.00 
 
FY 17 - Pitney Bowes - Mail Machine Rental and Supplies - $20,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Presort First Class - Presort mail services - $10,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Turnpike Authority - Pike Pass - $21,000.00 
 
FY 17 - US Postal Services - Agency Postage - $90,000.00 
 
FY 17 - USDA Wildlife Services - Cooperative Agreement - $1,050,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Walnut Building LLC - Warehouse storage - $14,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Xerox - Lease for 13 copy devices - $65,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Galt - Temporary services contracts for all divisions - $215,000.00 
 
FY 17 - Aircraft Hanger Space - $8,700.00 
 
FY 17- Helicopter Maintenance and Repair - $35,000.00 
 
Professional Services - Request approval of $45,000, contract renewal option year 4 of 4 
for Part-time Danny Hodges Independent Contractor.  
 
Professional Services – Request approval of $20,000, contract renewal option of a Field 
Contract Consultant for period 07/01/2016-06/30/2017 with option of renewal two (2) 
additional years.  
 
Professional Services - Request approval of $5,000, renewal with OSU Contract for soil 
and water testing. 
 
Professional Services – Request approval of renewal not to exceed $54,000 OSU Poultry 
Education program. 
 
Printing of 1,000 Oklahoma Agricultural Statistics 2016 annual bulletins, and 3,000 
Oklahoma Pocket Facts 2016 for FY 2017 - $9,800 dollars. 
 
OSU Pesticide Applicator Training Contract for FY 2017 (year 1 of 5 year contract with 
Oklahoma State University) - $143,000.00 
 
Unwanted Pesticide Disposal Program Contract for FY 2017 (year 3 of 5 year contract 
with Stericycle) $250,000.00 
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OSU laboratory testing fees for soil and water samples related to environmental pollution 
investigations - $9,800.00 
 
OSU and ODAFF Soil Fertility Research Contract for FY2017 (year 5 of 5) as described 
in 2 O.S. § 8 – 77.7 (A) For the purpose of conducting soil fertility research and 
extension involving efficient fertilizer use for agronomic crops and groundwater and 
surface water protection from plant food nutrients - $450,000.00 
 
ESRI software maintenance contract for FY2017 to support GIS systems for the agency - 
$10,656.00. 
 
Verizon service for FY2017 for cell phones and internet- $17,300.00 
 
Firefighting Compact Resources Increase:  FY16 - $1,000,000. 
Due to the Anderson Creek Fire and the 350 Complex Fire, the cost of the compact 
resources estimates needs to increase from $500,000 to $1,500,000.  Oklahoma Forestry 
Services’ IMT were already fully engaged in firefighting activity throughout the State of 
Oklahoma.  A Type II IMT team was needed to oversee the complexity of the Anderson 
Creek fire and the 350 Complex fire. Texas Type II team was activated through the 
Southern Compact along with Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, Florida, Louisiana and 
Kentucky Compact Firefighting resources.  By having these resources in place to assist 
the local fire departments and OFS task force, the loss of land and lives was decreased. 
 
Purchase of One Type 6 Engine-Revision of Purchase FY16 - $60,000. 
One Time Purchase – Federal Grant Funds.  Revision of Purchase.  Reallocate funds to 
purchase 2 command vehicles.  By purchasing these vehicles our fire command 
leadership will be able to safely and quickly response to emergency situations.  Without 
this purchase the safety of our fire command leadership could be at a higher risk for 
breakdowns, accidents and slower response to emergency situations. 
 
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program-Barrett-McCurtain Co.      FY16 - $2,000. 
Federal Grant to cover the prevention of Southern Pine Beetle from spreading from one 
landowner to the next.  This is a very invasive insect and without this prevention program 
the threat to landowner’s revenue could be severe. 
 
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program-Barrett-Choctaw Co.          FY16 - $1,000. 
Federal Grant to cover the prevention of Southern Pine Beetle from spreading from one 
landowner to the next.  This is a very invasive insect and without this prevention program 
the threat to landowner’s revenue could be severe. 
 
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program-Hurliman Company         FY16 - $10,000. 
Federal Grant to cover the prevention of Southern Pine Beetle from spreading from one 
landowner to the next.  This is a very invasive insect and without this prevention program 
the threat to landowner’s revenue could be severe. 
 
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program  FY17 - $30,000. 
Federal Grant to cover the prevention of Southern Pine Beetle from spreading from one 
landowner to the next.  This is a very invasive insect and without this prevention program 
the threat to landowner’s revenue could be severe. 
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Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)  FY17 - $50,000. 
Federal Grant – This grant allows communities the ability to develop and implement 
strategic plans to ensure that their communities are firewise reducing their wildfire risk. 
 
Firewise Community Hazard Mitigation Grant  FY17 - $150,000. 
This grant allows communities to build a hazard mitigation trailer and fully equip it.  This 
trailer allows the community to reduce existing fuels, build fire breaks and increase the 
community’s defensible space.  Without this grant, many communities could not afford 
the tools to accomplish this. 
 
ESRI ArcOnline License   FY17 - $40,000. 
Federal Grant - This allows our IMT and fire personnel to utilize Collector, which gives 
our firefighters real time wildland fire data exchange. By using data collected from the 
Collector application, this gives firefighters an advantage on fighting fires, without this 
advantage fires could do far more damages then currently.  
 
Commercial Land Lease for Broken Bow Office   FY17 - $7,150. 
Land where Broken Bow Office is located on.  Without this lease we would have to rent 
an office for Southeast Area HQ. 
 
Land Lease for Land behind Broken Bow Office  FY17 - $1,500. 
Lease for the land located behind the Broken Bow Office.   
 
Electricity for SE Area Complex   FY17 - $15,000 
Electricity usage for SE Area office in Broken Bow, Antlers Complex, Battiest Complex, 
Carter Tower Complex, Sobol Tower Complex, Tom Tower and Jadie Tower. 
 
Telecommunications  SE Area   FY17 - $14,880. 
Phone/Internet for SE Area Complex, Battiest Complex, Tom Tower and Carter Tower 
Complex. 
 
Utilities SE Area    FY17 – $10,385. 
Water, Sewer, Propane, Natural Gas for SE Area Complex, Battiest Complex, Antlers 
Complex, Tom Tower, and Carter Tower Complex. 
 
Equipment Repair    FY17 - $18,510. 
Maintenance and repair on all SE area equipment.  This includes mowers, dozers, trailers 
and tractors. 
 
Urban Forestry Council    FY17 - $15,000. 
This is a statewide urban forestry educational activities grant. Will be continued only if 
Federal Funding allows. 
 
Oklahoma Gardening    FY17 - $10.000. 
This grant is for tree related educational programming allowing the citizens of Oklahoma 
the opportunity to received proper tree care information. Will be continued only if 
Federal Funding allows. 
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Telecommunications - EC Area      FY17 - $7,700. 
To maintain our phones/internet so that we can keep in contact with land owners, take 
burn notifications, and receive calls for fires that our assistance is needed on. 
 
Utilities (Propane, Water, Trash) - EC Area     FY17 - $7,600. 
Both of offices in our area use propane and we have use our water not only for everyday 
needs, but also to fill our pumper trucks to fight fire. 
 
Electric - East Central Area   FY17 - $7,000. 
Electricity, like water, is a necessity in order to operate. 
 
Equipment Repair and Supply - EC Area     FY17 - $8,000. 
The cost of repairs to our equipment is high, and we live in an area with very rough 
terrain so we need enough money to ensure that our equipment is fixed and in working 
condition. 
 
Equipment Maintenance and Repair OFS Labor –EC Area    FY17 - $6,000. 
Again, the cost of repairing and maintaining safe, working equipment is expensive. There 
are some repairs that we can order the parts and make the repairs using our own staff, but 
the parts are still expensive. 
 
Map Communications   FY17 - $10,000. 
After hours answering service for Fire Reporting.  If not funded, fires could possibly get 
out of control and threaten homes and property before OFS could respond. 
Purchasing supplies and repairs are essential for maintaining NE area’s firefighting 
equipment.  This is vital to maintaining our aging bulldozers and other equipment. 
 
Telecommunications - NE Area      FY17 - $7500.  
Local and long distance telephone service and internet service is essential in the operation 
of the NE Area which includes area offices located in Tahlequah, Jay and Sallisaw.  
Without this service, the entire NE Area would be unable to contact landowners, track 
and maintain controlled burns, fire departments and maintain the daily office operations. 
 
Utilities (Propane, Natural Gas, Water, Trash) - NE Area    FY17 - $12,500. 
Utility service for the operation of the NE Area which includes area offices located in 
Tahlequah, Jay and Sallisaw.  Without this service, the entire NE Area would be unable 
to contact landowners, track and maintain controlled burns, fire departments and maintain 
the daily office operations. 
 
DOD EMALL    FY16 - $7,000. 
Protective clothing for OFS firefighters.  Protective clothing is essential to the health and 
safety of OFS firefighters.  
 
Renew Gary Lewis contract for Dairy Services.  $30,000.00 
 
FY 2017 – Agreement with 2016 Tulsa State Fair for booth spaces to be sublet to Made 
in Oklahoma companies.  $19,183.00 
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FY 2017 - Renewal of Agreement for graphic designer to work with Ag in the 
Classroom, Farm to School, and Plasticulture programs in creating promotional and print 
items to further promote the programs and help establish continuity with advertising and 
marketing pieces.   $8,500.00 
 
FY 2017 - Agreement with Oklahoma State University to develop and update Ag in the 
classroom curriculum.  $10,000.00 
 
FY 2017 - Renewal of Agreement with Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
for the promotion of Agritourism venues through the development and production of an 
advertising campaign on Discover Oklahoma television shows.  $15,000.00 
 
FY 2017 - Renewal of Agreement with Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department to 
promote the Agritourism industry through the development of consumer marketing 
campaigns. $50,000.00   
 
FY 2017 - Renewal of Agreement with a consultant assisting the International Marketing 
Program staff with Oklahoma Economic Development internationally. - $3,000.00 
 
FY 2016 – Rental of buses for two AITC and two Farm to School rolling workshops 
focusing on Oklahoma specialty crops.  Purpose of AITC tour is to educate OK teachers 
on specialty crops grown in the state and their nutritional value to be used as school 
classroom curriculum.  Farm to School tours will provide foodservice professionals an 
opportunity to gain a better understanding of local specialty crops so they can incorporate 
them into their school menus.  Funded by Specialty Crop Block Grant SCBG-OK-0040 - 
$7,000.00 
 
FY 2016 - Printing of Ag in The Classroom school calendars. - $5,500.00 
 
Contract renewal for lease purchase agreement for the Laboratory Equipment.  Contract 
not to exceed $307,642.56. 
 
Contract for supply of Syringe Filters with and without Glass Pre-Filters for testing 
purposes.  Effective 07/01/15 – 06/30/16.  Contract not to exceed $20,000.00. 
 
Contract renewal for analytical gas and high quality argon for testing various agricultural 
products and cylinder rental.  Effective 07/01/16 – 06/30/17.  Contract not to exceed 
$17,000.00. 
 
Contract for supply of analytical grade water for laboratory testing.  Effective 07/01/16 – 
07/30/17.  Total cost of contract $6,500.00. 
 
Contract renewal of OGC Administrative Law Judge FY 2017 effective 7/1/2016-
6/30/2017.  Contract not to exceed $10,000. 
 
Contract renewal (804A) for Westlaw and Clear accounts FY2017 effective 7/1/2016-
6/30/2017.  Contract not to exceed $16,000. 
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10. Consideration and Proposed Action on Cases Resolved by Stipulations 
 

Agricultural Environmental Management Services 
Travis Kropf, 7347 HWY 278 W., Nashville, Arkansas 
Harlan and George Vinson, 20344 Forest Hill Road, Heavener, Oklahoma 
 
Animal Industry Services 
Brett Addison, 7051 Pike Road, Burneyville, Oklahoma  
Dallas Cooper, 54913 South Country Road 240, Fairview, Oklahoma  
 
Consumer Protection Services 
ABC Termite & Pest Control, 24660 South 600 Lane, Grove, Oklahoma  
Don Carmichael Produce, 14800 S. Memorial, Bixby, Oklahoma 
Family Dollar Stores, Inc., 10401 Monroe Road, Matthews, North Carolina  
Lawnovations, P. O. Box 63, Jenks, Oklahoma  
David Payne, 1150 East Dry Road, Newkirk, Oklahoma  
Winfield Solutions, 1911 Shepperd Access Road, Wichita Falls, Texas  
 
Investigative Services 
Troy Jones, 1203 S. Main Street, Elk City, Oklahoma  
 

11. Consideration and Proposed Action on Cases by Consent Order 
 

Animal Industry Services  
Sammy Richards, 484 Jack Rabbit Road, Broken Bow, Oklahoma 
 
**Possible Executive Session (if approved by the required number of members present):  
As authorized by the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act in Section 307(B)(8) of Title 25 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes, an executive session may be held for the purpose of “[e]ngaging in 
deliberations or rendering a final or intermediate decision in an individual proceeding 
pursuant to Article II of the Administrative Procedures Act.” 

 
12. Consideration and Proposed Action on Agriculture Enhancement and Diversification Board 

Recommendation to approve applications. 
 
13. Old Business 
 
14. New Business – Next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 12, 2016, in Oklahoma 

City 
 
15. Adjournment 
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MARCH and APRIL 2016 ACTIVITY REPORTS 
FOR THE MAY 2016 BOARD MEETING 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
 
 

 
FINANCE 
 
Finance Activities 
 
The P-Card total for the month of March was $249,684.51 which was more than February by 
$25,615.72.   This includes lodging costs for Forestry personnel responding to wildfires 
statewide.  Notice was received from the Office of Enterprise Management Services that 
appropriations for FY-16 would be reduced beginning in March by an additional 4%.  A budget 
revision was completed in March to reduce the agency budget by $906,907.  The reductions were 
primarily in salary and benefit expense, bond expense and IT professional services.  This brings 
the total reduction in appropriations for the fiscal year to $1,587,110.  Financial information has 
been prepared and provided to legislative staff as requested. 
 
The P-Card total for the month of April was $378,129.45 which was greater than March by 
$128,444.94.   This includes expenditures for wildfire activities. 
  
 
Expenses 
 
During the month of March, Finance processed 249 vouchers to vendors totaling $1,496,318.39 
which was $541,165.81greater than the month of February. March payrolls were $1,828,440.62. 
 
During the month of April, Finance processed 292 vouchers to vendors totaling $1,461,985.50 
which was $34,332.89 less than the month of March. April payrolls were $1,828,882.50. 
 
 
Revenue 
 
Revenue for the month of March totaled $1,495,370 which is 13.09% less than the budgeted 
amount of $1,720,597.  Revenue was less than estimated for AEMS, Forestry, Lab and 
Consumer Protection. Other divisions were near revenue estimates.  
 
Revenue for the month of April totaled $1,596,736 which is 54.88% greater than the budgeted 
amount of $1,030,930.  This increase is in part attributable to receipt of Viticulture Funds of 
$350,000 in April.  All divisions are near revenue estimates.  
 
 
 



A - 2 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Personnel, Time/Leave, Benefits and Training Sections  
 
The HR Manager, Cherry Williams, attended a training session on Voluntary Buyouts sponsored 
by the Human Capital Management Division of OMES.   Personnel transactions performed 
during March and April included:  two full-time new hires (AEMS & CPS), two completion of 
probations (Ag Laboratory & Food Safety), three resignations (Food Safety, CPS, Ag 
Laboratory), one death (OGC), and three retirements (Forestry).  Recruitment announcements 
processed to fill vacant positions during March and April included: one Metrologist IV (Ag 
Laboratory), two Environmental/Chemical Laboratory Scientist (Ag Laboratory), four Forest 
Ranger (Forestry), three Forester III (Forestry), one Administrative Programs Officer (Forestry), 
and one Agricultural Marketing Coordinator III (Market Development). 
 
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
Shawn Colton, Information Systems Service Coordinator, completed the following graphic 
projects for March and April: 
 
Agricultural Statistics Pocket Book (Communications) 
Birthday Snack day Flyer (Human Resources) 
Cubical Name Plates (CPS and AEMS) 
Tree Tags (Forestry) 
Forest Trees (Forestry) 
Garden Spring Map (Communications) 
Oklahoma Managed Pollinator Protection Plan (CPS) 
Ag Facts for Website (Communications) 
Employee Handbook Update Website (Legal) 
Service Certificates (Animal)  
Wildland Tailgate Newsletter and Tailgate #7Map (Forestry) 
Aquaculture Spreadsheet Fix (Animal) 
Popcorn and Cookies Flyer (R & R Committee)  
Redbud Cards (Forestry) 
Pulled Pork Luncheon Flyers (Black History Committee/Cultural Diversity) 
Oklahoma Pollinator Banner (CPS) 
Defensive Driving Certificates (Training) 
New Security Badges for Front Desk (Administrative Services) 
Lab Signage “For Assistance” and ‘Dock” (Lab) 
Trailer Firewise Graphics (Forestry) 
OYE Presentation Checks (Market Development) 
Proposed Feral Hog Rules (Executive Office) 
Fillable PDF for Feral Swine Hunters (Communications) 
Homegrown by Heroes Logo (Agriotourism) 
AIS Logos (Animal) 
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Map Graphics for Website (Administrative) 
Bring Your Kids to Work Program (Communications) 
George Washington Elm (Secretary Jim Reese) 
News Clippings of Secretary Reese (Bryan Painter) 
Retirement Party Invitation (Market Development) 
Animal Industry Video (Animal) 
Set up Sound System for “Take Your Kids to Work Day” and “Ag Day” 
Helped General Services retrieve “Fleet car in Muskogee 
Updated various websites 
 
 
 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES 
 
ODAFF Special Agents were once again busy the last two months working cases and filing 
charges on Cattle and Equipment Thefts.  Also, due to the lack of rain and excessive dryness in 
areas of our state, local law enforcement agencies as well as various fire departments have 
requested assistance from the Investigative Services Unit. 
 
In addition, Special Agents also spent many hours working on combating crimes against 
agriculture producers and on follow-up investigations during the months of March and April 
with a total of ninety-two (92) head of cattle reported stolen during this reporting period. 
 
Special Agents opened twenty (20) new investigations with eight concerning cattle theft.  The 
remaining twelve (12) cases included three (3) cases of Farm Equipment Theft; six (6) cases of 
Wildfire/Arson; one (1) case of Possession of CDS (Controlled and Dangerous Substance); one 
(1) Shooting Incident and one (1) Found Property Case.  Special Agents closed twelve (10) 
investigations.   
 
The breakdown of the new cases for the current reporting period is as follows: 
 
Cattle Theft Investigations 
Beckham County        8 head 
Cleveland County        1 head 
Cotton County         2 head 
Johnston County                         69 head 
McIntosh County 10 head 
Sequoyah County 2 head 
 
 
Others 
Blaine County – Wildfire 
Canadian County – Arson 
Haskell County – Wildfire 
Kay County – Equipment Theft 
Major County – Equipment Theft 
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Oklahoma County – Found Property / Shooting 
Okmulgee County – Wildfire 
Pushmataha County – Equipment Theft 
Rogers County – Possession of CDS 
Woods County – Wildfire 
Woodward County – Fire 
 
 
Some of the significant cases investigated during the current reporting period are described on 
the next page. 
 
“OUTLAWS BEWARE!” 
 
Special Agent Ricky Rushing along with Special Agents Goforth, Elliott and Colonel Flowers 
worked together to resolve a cattle theft crime that occurred in Johnston County where a 
livestock owner lost 69 head of cattle to rustlers.  The investigation revealed the livestock owner 
had hired an individual as a ranch manager for her cow calf operation in Johnston County.  The 
new employee managed the 3,500 acre ranch overseeing the operation.  In a two week period of 
time, the new employee had two of his outlaw friends come to the ranch and the three of them 
stole 69 head of the victim’s cattle.  The livestock owner, who farms and lives in Colorado, 
dropped in on the Johnston County ranch to see how her new employee was managing the 
operation.  She learned she was missing 69 head of her cattle.  The investigation found the three 
suspects had hauled the cattle off of the ranch over a two week period of time and sold them as 
their cattle at livestock markets in various parts of Oklahoma.  At this point in this investigation, 
Special Agents have recovered 54 head of the stolen cattle so far.  The Oklahoma livestock 
markets that sold the stolen cattle have worked with agents and the victim to successfully resolve 
this situation.  S/A Rushing has spent numerous hours investigating this case and will be 
presenting numerous felony charges to the Oklahoma Attorney General against three suspects 
responsible for this criminal act.   
 
“BUYER BEWARE” 
 
Special Agent Paul Cornett conducted an investigation regarding a stolen tractor that was being 
offered for sale in Blaine County.  S/A Cornett talked to a witness who told him two individuals 
had contacted a tractor sales business in Blaine County wanting to sell them a John Deere 4755 
farm tractor for $10,000.  The witness knew this used, older tractor was valued for at least 25 to 
30 thousand dollars and felt like the tractor was probably stolen.  The witness got the names of 
the two suspects as though he was interested in buying the tractor.  The names were provided to 
Special Agent Cornett.  S/A Cornett learned where the tractor was parked and learned through 
his investigation the tractor was stolen.  The two suspects were interviewed and it was learned 
they had stolen the tractor from a farm in Major County.  The stolen tractor was recovered and 
returned back to its owner.   These suspects were charged with the crime of Larceny of 
Implements of Husbandry. 
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“SMOKEY THE BEAR, ‘ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES’ ” 
 
S/A Michael Hooper conducted a Wildfire investigation and determined an origin and cause of 
the fire in Blaine County on April 3, 2016.  The fire investigation concluded the fire was not 
arson.  The origin was found to be on a landowner’s property where he had burned some brush 
piles of cedar trees and it escaped his control in high winds.  The wildfire burned approximately 
1,500 acres.   
 
“STOP THAT SPARKING” 
 
Special Agent Paul Cornett conducted a Wildfire investigation in Woodward County, named the 
350 Fire, on April 18, 2016.  The investigation determined that the fire had burned thousands of 
acres.  Special Agent Cornett located the place where the fire started and after interviewing an 
eye witness, determined the wildfire was caused from electrical high lines sparking.   
 
“FIRE INVADES CHURCH CAMP” 
 
Col. J. Flowers and S/A Michael Hooper conducted a wildfire investigation in Canadian County 
at the Methodist Church Camp property.  The investigation was determined that arson could not 
be ruled out.  The fire burned a small portion of the church property before it was extinguished 
by the Hinton Fire Department.  At this point in this investigation there are no suspects in the 
case.   
 
“BRAND YER CATTLE” 
 
Special Agent Paul Cornett conducted an investigation where he assisted Special Texas Ranger 
Ben Eggleston, TSWCR, in a cattle theft case in Beckham County.  The investigation had 
learned there were eight head of cattle brought to a ranch in Beckham County by a suspect who 
is known to steal cattle.  The cattle were located on a witness’s ranch and the cattle were 
inspected.  The brand on the cattle was identified by the agents.  The investigators released their 
findings to local media in Beckham County and learned the cattle had been stolen from a 
livestock owner in Wheeler, Texas.  The owner identified his stolen cattle with the agents and the 
cattle were recovered and returned back to their owner.  The suspect was identified as to being in 
possession of the stolen cattle and felony charges were presented to prosecutors against him.  
Special Agent Cornett and Ranger Eggleston arrested the suspect and also found him to be in 
possession of illegal narcotics and more stolen property.   
 
As a continuation of the investigation S/A Cornett and Ranger Eggleston, agents learned of 10 
head of cattle that had been billed into the Woodward Livestock Market by a suspect who is 
friends of a known cattle thief.  The agents inspected the cattle and learned the cattle were stolen.  
The owner of the cattle identified his cattle by his brand and the cattle at the livestock market 
were confirmed to be his.  The investigation identified three suspects who were responsible for 
the theft of cattle and being in possession of stolen property.  At the time of the arrest of these 
suspects they were found to be in possession of stolen trailers, cube feeders and 1,000 gallons of 
stolen Roundup.  All three of the suspects were arrested by agents and rangers and booked into 
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jail in Beckham County.  These three suspects were put out of business for stealing cattle from 
Wheeler, Texas as well as Beckham County.  
 
“WHERE’S MY CUTTER?” 
 
Special Agent Ricky Rushing conducted a criminal investigation regarding a suspect being in 
possession and selling a stolen rotary cutter.  The cutter was identified as being stolen from a 
land owner in Seminole County.  The suspect who was identified as selling the stolen property 
worked for the victim and lived on the victim’s property as a ranch hand.  The stolen cutter was 
recovered by S/A Rushing and deputies of the Seminole County Sheriff Department.  Felony 
charges were presented to the Seminole County District Attorney for charges to be filed against 
the suspect. 
 
“BETTER WATCH WHO YA HIRE” 
 
Special Agent Michael Hooper completed a lengthy investigation regarding the theft of 48 head 
of cattle in Caddo County.  S/A Hooper identified an employee of the victim who worked in 
conjunction with two other suspects who were identified as stealing the cattle from the victim.  
The cattle had been billed into the livestock market in Apache under different names.  Special 
Agent Hooper has worked long hours in the investigation discovering an abundance of evidence 
identifying the thieves in this case.  Numerous felony charges were presented to the District 
Attorney in Caddo County against three suspects.  The stolen cattle were recovered by S/A 
Hooper and restitution is being sought by the District Attorney.   
 
“TIMBERRRR….IT’S GOING DOWN” 
 
Special Agent Doug Elliott completed an investigation regarding Timber Theft that occurred in 
Washington County.  The victim of the crime had entered into a contract with an individual to 
cut timber from the victim’s property.  The suspect cut and sold over $19,000 worth of walnut 
trees to a saw mill in Missouri.  When the suspect received the money from the saw mill, he 
failed to pay the victim for the timber.  Special Agent Elliott completed his investigation and 
found evidence to present to the District Attorney in Washington County for violation 
of:  Record Requirements, O.S. Title 2, Chapter 1 Article 16 Sec 16-4 Fictitious, False or 
Fraudulent Offer, Agreement or Contract for Timber, OS Title 2, Chapter 28 Article III Section 
1301-310.3, Cutting Down Trees, O.S. Title 2, Chapter 28 Article III Section 1301-310. 
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Investigative Services CY2016 Activities 

 
       March / April           YTD 

Investigations     
 Cattle       7     /    1    23 

Fire        2     /    4    10 
Property       1     /    2    10 
Timber        0     /    0      0 
Other        2     /    1      7 

Total Investigations Opened              12    /    8  (20)    50 
 
            Completed Pending Additional Information 0   /    0   13 

No Crime  2   /    2   15 
No Prosecution Required  1   /    1     4 
Presented to District Attorney for Prosecution 2   /    3   12 
Referred for Administrative Action 0   /    0     0       

Total Investigations Completed   5   /   6  (11) 44 
 
Counts Filed                                                                             243                            283 
 
Value of losses 162,850.00    $457,500.00 
 
Recovered losses $179,700.00 $429,472.00 
  
Number of cattle reported stolen 92 183 
 
Number of cattle recovered                                                   67                              129 
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OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
FOOD, AND FORESTRY 

 

 
 

Reported Statistics as of April, 2016 
Includes March & April 

(Comparisons to 2015 are for the same time frame) 
 
 

• Number of cattle reported stolen thru April 30th, 2016   183 

• Recovery percent on cattle 2016*      70% 

• Number of cattle stolen through April, 2015   193 

• Percent decrease from 2015 to 2016      6% 

• Number of criminal investigations we have opened in 2016  50 

• Number of criminal investigations we have closed in 2016  44 

• Number of felony charges we have filed in 2016            283 

• Arsons / Wildfires investigated in 2016     10 

• Timber thefts investigated 2016        0 

• Value of losses reported up to April 30, 2016       $457,500.00 

• Value of losses reported up to April 30, 2015       $646,550.00 

• Percent decrease from April 2015 to April 2016                     29% 

*Recovery includes cattle located, but not returned to victim.  Restitution should be made to victim. 
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May 2016 
 

OKLAHOMA FORESTRY SERVICES BOARD REPORT 
 

                           Conserving, enhancing and protecting the forest resources of Oklahoma for present and future generations 

 
We are in the process of changing our board report format to better reflect the priorities of the National 
Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy which include Resilient Landscapes, Fire Adapted 
Communities, and Safe and Effective Wildfire Response. 
 
RESILIENT LANDSCAPES 
 
Landowner assistance programs 
 
Forest Stewardship Program.  The Forest Stewardship program provides technical assistance to forest 
landowners.  The list of expiring stewardship plans has been sent out to each of the district offices.  
Stewardship plans need to be revised every 10 years, if not sooner, to remain active in the program.  To 
be revised, a forester revisits the property and updating the plan based off of current landowner 
objectives, current forest conditions, and future stewardship recommendations.   
 
Two landowners have been nominated to receive the Forest Stewardship Landowner designation.  
Recognized landowners are individuals who have shown to be good stewards of their land by following 
through with their Forest Stewardship Plan.  The recognition system is a way to both congratulate and 
thank the landowner for promoting proper forest management and the ideals behind the Forest 
Stewardship Program.  These individuals will be presented with a Stewardship Forest sign to post on 
their property by their forester.    
 
Oklahoma Woodland Owners Association/Oklahoma Forest Association Workshop.  Oklahoma Forestry 

Services participated in the OWOA/OFA workshop on May 7th, in 
Idabel, Oklahoma.  Scott Huff and Dieter Rudolph were in 
attendance.  Scott Huff presented and discussed the new Water 
Quality Best Management Practices Guidelines and emphasized 
changes in our water quality program guidelines.   
 
Other items discussed included: 
- Selecting the best seedling for 
planting. 
- Shortleaf pine management 
- And southern pine beetle 
identification and management 
treatments. 

 
The afternoon tour was a location 
where an ips beetle outbreak was 

happening and the landowner talked about what they were doing to 
control the problem.  
 
  

Photo 1. Landowners looking at 
insect impacted trees 

Photo 2.  Tree being killed by ips, 
from the top down. 
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Woodlands Restoration Project.  Oklahoma Forestry Services, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
and U.S. Forest Service met in Wilburton in April to discuss the Woodlands Restoration/Joint Chiefs 
Project awarded to the three entities.  This project is intended for private and tribal landowners within a 
10 mile buffer around USFS lands in Oklahoma and Arkansas.  The project gives financial aid to those 
landowners for tree thinning, BMP management and prescribed fire.  The project emphasizes the 
importance of water quality and forest health.     
 
OFARS Update.  Oklahoma’s Forestry Accomplishment Reporting System (OFARS) is currently being 
updated to make it more efficient and detailed.  This system collects activities and outcomes related to 
forest management activities conducted by OFS personnel.  The new system, developed by OFS Forest 
Data Analyst Ryan Baldrachi and Staff Forester Dieter Rudolph, was been released to a select group of 
foresters across the state to act as a beta test on April 20th.  All involved will be meeting on May 19th to 
discuss their thoughts, concerns, and recommendations for the new form of OFARS.   
 
The new system utilizes mobile tablets or smartphones already possessed by the field foresters to report 
their accomplishments immediately.  The mobile ability of these devices allows the reports to be created 
in the field using a pre-made form downloaded onto the device.  The foresters will be able to fill in the 
basic information of the landowner assisted and the nature of the assist as well as which OFS program it 
relates to.  The form can be submitted as soon as the forester has cellular access and will include the 
spatial location for the assist.  This information can be downloaded at any time and uploaded onto a 
map.   
 
The geospatial features of this update will increase efficiency when reporting our accomplishments 
associated with our various grants to the US Forest Service each year. 
 
Pushmataha Wildlife Management area.  Oklahoma Forestry Services has been working with OSU’s 
forestry and wildlife divisions and members of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation to 
finalize a working agreement for the demonstration plots on the Pushmataha Wildlife Management 
Area.  All parties are in agreement of their individual role in maintaining this valuable educational 
resource relating to burn frequency in Oklahoma’s southeastern forests.   
 
Nursery and Tree Improvement 
 
Forest Regeneration Center.   The State Nursery is finishing planting this year’s tree and shrub seedling 
crop.  The number of loblolly seedlings was increased from 2.2 million to 2.7 million because they 
completely sold out of loblolly last year and could have sold more.  
There are many changes happening at the nursery to increase 
service and revenue, while decreasing costs.                     
 
Containerized Seedlings.  This year, FRC planted 296,000 
containerized seedlings and plan on increasing our seedling 
marketing.  Over the last five years, FRC has increased the amount 
grown each year, all in an effort to provide seedlings the forest 
Industry needs.  We have sold out each year and all this was done 
with very little marketing.  We are changing this now that we are 
capable of growing more seedlings. 
 

Forest Tree Improvement Center.  FTIC is preparing to plant next 
year’s container crops.  The number of seedlings and species 
selected for growing in the greenhouse at FTIC has changed.  FTIC 
is also growing another genetic advance of loblolly pine.  Families 

Photo 3.  Nursery bed preparations. 
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were selected based not only on increased growth and volume but also form.  In the coming years we 
should have another advancing front of superior loblolly seedlings.          
 
Water Quality  
 
Water Quality Forester.  We had another applicant for our Water Quality Forester and he declined our 
job offer citing low pay.  So we continue to look to fill this position.   
 
BMP Revision.  Our Forestry BMP Guidelines is done.  The “Best Management Practices Guidelines” is a 
detailed description of what landowners can do to protect Oklahoma’s water resources.  It includes 

recommendations for everything from establishing forest roads, site 
preparation, to timber harvest.   
 
Oklahoma’s answer to the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Clean Water Act was adopted in the 1970’s where we initiated a 
“self-regulating” system with education and compliance checks.  We 
offer education to loggers, landowners, forest industry and private 
consultants and have open dialogue to protect our water.  This is a 
voluntary system.  The BMP Guidelines are baseline for management 
prescriptions.  It was compiled through cooperation from 
surrounding states, Oklahoma landowners, loggers and Industry.   
 

 
 

 
Forest Health 
 
Digital Mobile Sketch Mapping (DMSM).  Staff Forester Dieter Rudolph participated in a regional training 
session on the use of DMSM to monitor for forest health issues on April 12th.  The DMSM program uses a 
tablet to record areas of tree mortality when conducting aerial surveys.  This new method allows for 
areas of concerned to be mapped and uploaded into GIS in order to show the entire area that has a 
health issue.  The new system replaces the use of logging an individual waypoint with a handheld GPS 
point when the plane is located over the center of the area.  The overall accuracy, level of detail, and 
efficiency is increased by being able to sketch the entire disturbance area rather than log a single data 
point. 
 

 
  

Photo 5. Screen shot of the DMSM 
program in use during an aerial survey 

Photo 4.  OK BMP Booklet 
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Southern Pine Beetle Ground Truthing.  Last October OFS foresters conducted an aerial survey over the 
counties of Pushmataha, McCurtain, and LeFlore to look for areas of increased pine mortality.  The focus 
of these flights is the early detection of southern pine beetle, but they are also used to help track the 
outbreak of ips beetle, a bark beetle similar to southern pine beetle.   
 
The ground truthing of the aerial flights has begun, a method to determine the cause of mortality noted 
from the aerial surveys.  Currently, all of LeFlore and most of Pushmataha counties have been 
completed.  A majority of the mortality was caused by the ips beetle but two points did show signs of 
southern pine beetle. Pictured right is a pine tree, killed by southern pine beetle.   Bark samples were 
taken and will be sent to the entomologist with the US Forest Service for confirmation.     
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) 
 
FIA Update.  FIA crews continue to work on the 2015 Inventory, trying to 
finish data collection in the western counties.  As of mid-May 2016, crews 
still have 114 research plots to inventory--the 2015 Inventory requires 
data collection on 713 research plots (64 more than 2014).  In June 2016, 
FIA hopes to begin the data collection in eastern Oklahoma for the 2016 
Inventory year.   
 
With the loss of Jacob Dyer to higher education in January 2015, the 
promotion of Dieter Rudolph to Staff Forester in April 2015, and the loss of 
Donald Niebyl in February 2016, data collection efforts have slowed 
considerably.  Although, vacant positions have been widely advertised, 
filling positions with qualified individuals has been a daunting challenge.   
 
The FIA program has scheduled training to coincide with the summer data 
collection season on May 17-18, 2016.  FIA foresters from Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana will meet in Broken Bow to update skills necessary 
to collect data on the P2+ plots where vegetation, down woody debris, 
and crown measurements are added to 1/16th of all assigned research 
plots.  In addition to the P2+ training, Oklahoma FIA crews will be 

Photos 6 and 7. Stand being 
killed from the top down, by 
ips pine beetle.  View of bark 
damage. 

Photo 8. Carri Abner, the FIA 
Crew Supervisor. 
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updating their data collection skills on timber harvest sites to track the utilization of timber or Timber 
Product Output (TPO).  Instructors from Knoxville, Tennessee, will be conducting the two-day training 
sessions. 
 
OFS receives many inquiries from individuals interested in information and data that might help 
determine the feasibility of bringing sawmills and other forest industry to the state.  FIA data offers the 
solid information needed to verify and quantify the forest resources of the state.  This is only one reason 
why the FIA Program is so important.  To collect the necessary data to attract forest industry to 
Oklahoma, it takes at least five FTE’s dedicated to the FIA effort and the operating budget to make it 
possible.   
 
Forester Field Day.  FIA employees planned a Foresters’ Field Day on April 14, 2016, in SE Oklahoma.  
OFS foresters converged on the East Central OFS office in Wilburton for a day of FIA, where they learned 
a little about the job their fellow foresters perform in the field on a daily basis.  They were also made 
aware of all the tools foresters can use to help Oklahoma landowners make management decisions and 
Forest Industry to evaluate for potential production outputs.    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FIRE ADAPTED COMMUNTIES 
 
Urban and Community Forestry  
 
Oklahoma City National Memorial. In preparation of the 
21st Anniversary and Remembrance Ceremony of the 
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building, Urban 
Forestry Coordinator Mark Bays coordinated the Survivor 
Tree seedling giveaway with Steve Bieberich of Sunshine 
Nursery, and staff and volunteers from the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial. Staff handed out over 400 seedlings 
following the Remembrance Ceremony.   
  

Photo 9. FIA personnel instruct Ryan Baldrachi 
on use of forest measurements equipment. 

Photo 10.  Assistant Director Scott Huff 
sorting Survivor Elm seedlings in 
preparation for the April 19th giveaway. 
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Survivor Tree in Idaho.  On April 29, Mark Bays 
presented the story of the Survivor Tree in 
Meridian, Idaho and helped plant a Survivor Tree 
seedling at the Touchmark senior living Facility as 
part of their state Arbor Day observance. Pictured 
right is Mark (kneeling) State Comptroller Brandon 
Woolf, Touchmark events coordinator Jim 
Johnston, Touchmark Executive Director Matt 
Hoskin and Idaho Urban Forestry Coordinator Dave 
Stephenson who were all on hand for the planting.  
The event was promoted region wide and featured 
on CBS, KTVB Channel 7 out of Boise.  
 

Capitol Renovation. Part of the ongoing state capitol renovation will be 
the construction of a new visitor’s center on the lower level of the east 
side of the capitol.  Secretary Reese coordinated a meeting with 
members of the architectural design team, representatives of OMES, 
Mark Bays and Scott Huff to discuss potential tree preservation 
measures necessary to protect healthy existing trees during the 
construction.   
 
OFS will play an ongoing role throughout the construction process to 
insure minimal impact of several of these established trees.  Pictured 
right is Scott Huff helping to determine the critical root zone around one 
of the trees. 

 
 

 
 
 
Tornado Recovery On April 2nd OFS coordinated a tree 
giveaway in partnership with the Arbor Day 
Foundations Storm Recovery Program and the Tree 
Bank Foundation of Oklahoma.  Four hundred trees in 
the 4-5ft size were given away to residents of Shawnee 
to help replace some of the tree canopy that was lost in 
tornadoes dating back to the outbreak from May 2013.  
Residents signed up online prior to the giveaway and 
volunteers and city staff were on hand to help load the 
trees when they showed up.  A current copy of a utility 
bill was required to show they were the residents that 
signed up.  
 
  

Photo 12.  Several of the trees on the southeast lawn 
area that may be impacted during the construction.   

Photo 13. Members of the Shawnee Tree Board 
setting up the display sign. 
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Urban Forestry Council The Oklahoma Urban & 
Community Forestry Council met in Tulsa on May10th at 
the Up With Trees office.  Topics of discussion included 
follow-up and review of the March Arbor Week Tree City 
USA Recognition, plans for the upcoming fall conference 
and candidates that submitted applications for the 
vacant executive secretary position.   
 
The Council Board also met with Michelle Scribner of the 
Arbor Day Foundation in support of bringing the National 
Urban Forestry Partners Conference to Tulsa in 2017.  
 
 
Photo 14.  Michelle with Up With Trees Executive staff 
and a project leader of the riverfront city park The 
Gathering Place that is scheduled to be completed in 
2017.  
  

 
 
 
 
Educational Activities  

 
Wildfire Education for students. OFS had several representatives at the 
Buffalo Valley school and talked to students about wildfire and how OFS 
fights wildfire and protects Oklahoma.    
 
FFA Forestry Judging Competition.   OFS had two FFA Forestry Judging 
Competitions that we helped with last month.  OFS personnel coordinated 
the Okmulgee FFA forestry judging competition.  Many students were 
there and it was a great success.  We also had OFS personnel judge the 
natural resources section of the state FFA speech contest at Eastern 
Oklahoma State College.  The next day, we judged the state FFA forestry 
contest with many of our rangers and foresters. 
 
Oklahoma Arbor Week Poster Finalist Programs This years Oklahoma 
Arbor Week Poster Contest gave 4th, 5th, and 6th graders across the state 
the opportunity to learn about the importance of trees and demonstrate 
their artistic talents by creating original artwork on trees. Each grade 

winner was honored with a Tree Planting party at their school 
that consisted of each student receiving a tree seedling and a 
classroom pizza party! The sponsors for this program were 
Oklahoma Forestry Services, Oklahoma Project Learning Tree, 
and the Oklahoma Urban and Community Forestry Council.  
 
 
                                 Photo 15. Council Grove Elementary in OKC 
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Logan County Conservation District Awards Banquet OFS Education Coordinator, Jeri Irby presented at 
this years Logan County Conservation District Awards Banquet on April 14th in Guthrie. Jeri emphasized 
this years theme of “We All Need Trees” by highlighting important tree benefits to over 150 attendees. 
OFS provided each winner with their very own tree seedling to take home to plant.  
 
Promotion/Information/Events   
 
Provided support for the wildfires.  This included writing news releases, distribution of the daily Fire 
Situation Reports, Updates and Firefighter Safety Alerts, through email marketing, social media and 
website.  Communications also created certificates of appreciation and thank you letters to eighteen 
organizations who assisted or supported OFS in during the 2016 winter/spring fire season. 
 
Promoted on social media - Forestry Youth Camp registration, the annual OKC National Memorial 
seedling give away at the remembrance ceremony on April 19,  the planting of the an OKC National 
Memorial  seedling in Idaho,  Department of Ag Bring Your Sons & Daughters to Work Day, our visit to 
NewView Oklahoma & Tailgate April 2016 Issue, 
 
Reached 12,000 followers on Facebook during April. 
 
News Releases and Safety Alerts: 
4/1/16 - Firefighters continue work on Anderson creek fire as fire weather persists 
4/4/16 - Fire danger remains high to extreme in western Oklahoma 
4/5/16 - Fire conditions intensify as new fires start 
4/6/16 - Firefighters battle new large wildfires in Woodward County 
4/7/16 - Warm temperatures and strong wind fan wildfires in Oklahoma 
4/8/16 - Wildfire danger remains high today 
4/10/16 - New Wildfire Quickly Suppressed in Canadian County 
4/11/16 - Last Night’s Rainfall Provided Short-term Benefits 
4/12/16 - Today’s Weather Reduces Fire Behavior 
 
SAFE AND EFFECTIVE WILDLAND FIRE RESPONSE 
 
Fire Operations Summary  Fire activity dropped off sharply in mid-April with green-up and leaf-out 
occurring in a rapid manner once adequate precipitation was received combined with good soil 
temperature.  Following the very active winter and early spring fire season, personnel have been 
engaged in the documentation and reporting of fire activity, expenses for potential reimbursement and 
reengaging in fire management activities that were placed on the back burner due to fire suppression. 
 
Forestry personnel played key roles in conducting 
after action reviews on two of the largest fires 
that occurred including the Anderson Creek 
incident and 350 Complex.  Responders and 
jurisdictional agencies gathered to identify 
actions that proved successful and also tactical 
methods to improve in the future.  The purpose is 
to continually strive for the safest and most 
efficient response utilizing resources from various 
levels of government across multiple disciplines.  
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Fire Suppression Totals The first few months of 2016 was a very active for wildfire outbreaks and OFS 
worked to protect and control many of these fires.  Listed below is a comparison from the 2015 wildfire 
season to 2016’s wildfires.  The first four months of 2016 are in stark contrast to the same time period in 
2015.  Fire size and complexity were thematic through the first part of the year due to warm 
temperatures, multiple complex fire danger days and critical fire environment indicators. 
 

2015 OFS Response (Jan-Apr)  2016 OFS Response (Jan-Apr) 
Northeast        232 Fires/9,820 Acres        277 Fires/11,311 Acres 
East-Central        189 Fires/7,049.9 Acres        172 Fires/34,071 Acres 
Southeast        143 Fires/6,105 Acres        207 Fires/6200.3 Acres 
Out of Protection           8 Fires/25,728 Acres          58 Fires/436,874 Acres 
 
Totals        572 Fires/49,274.9 Acres   620 Fires/574,015.7 Acres 
 
 
Prescribed Fire.  To date, OFS has conducted prescribed fires 
on 4,005 acres on 22 units.  These figures exclude acres that 
have been treated on US Forest Service where we have 
capitalized on an agreement that results in compensation for 
our personnel and equipment.   
 
The number of acres treated are far below the target that we 
aiming for; however fire suppression activity and the 
persistence of critical fire weather have severely hampered 
opportunity. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tailgate Series  The Oklahoma Wildland Tailgate training series 
continues to be effectively utilized by fire department and agencies 
across Oklahoma and also has a fairly wide distribution across the 
country.  Both Texas and Florida have indicated that they have 
interest in following our lead on this initiative making a similar 
product for departments and agencies in their states. 
 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
George Geissler, Director, Oklahoma Forestry Services 
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Figure 1: Jayce Prock, new Apiary program 
manager discussing pollination with some of the 
2,238 4th and 5th grade students attending 
ScienceFest. 

 
Figure 2: Observation hive of live bees provided  
by Jay Silver of the Oklahoma State Beekeepers  
Association. 

MAY 24, 2016 BOARD MEETING 
 

CONSUMER PROTECTION SERVICES DIVISION  
 

REPORT FOR MARCH/APRIL 2016 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE AND HORTICULTURE SECTION 
 
Apiary Program 
 
Honey bee swarm season has definitely arrived as we have seen an increase in the number of 
calls from the public requesting assistance in removing swarms of bees from their property.  
Most callers are referred to the swarm catcher list on the ODAFF website.  The swarm catcher 
list is composed of about 200 beekeepers throughout the state that will remove bee swarms or 
colonies from people’s property and relocate them to a hive where they can be managed for 
pollination or honey production. 
 
ScienceFest 2016: Pollinator Protection   
 
Dr. Don Molnar and Apiary program manager Jayce 
Prock had a booth at the 2016 Science Fest held at the 
Oklahoma State Fair Grounds on April 28th. 
 
ScienceFest is a day of interactive science and 
environmental activities focusing on the conservation of 
natural resources and the use of alternative energies. It's 
designed for 4th and 5th graders.  
 
ScienceFest provided a great learning experience for the 
2,238 students from 28 schools from throughout the state.  The day was filled with exciting 
hands-on exhibits, presentations and demonstrations, all developed to show the importance of 
scientific applications in the environment. 

 
ODAFF’s booth had a theme of “Pollinator Protection” 
at ScienceFest.  Dr. Molnar and Jayce Prock explained to 
the students how honey bees and other pollinators pick 
up pollen on their body hairs as they visit flowers for 
pollen and nectar and that some of the pollen is deposited 
on other flowers resulting in the plant being pollinated.  
We used cotton balls as bees and chalk dust as pollen to 
demonstrate how bees pollinate plants. 
 
We also had an observation bee hive with live bees on 
display.  Jay Silver with the Oklahoma State Beekeepers 
Association was on hand to discuss how beekeepers 
manage honey bees for pollination and making honey. 
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Figure 3: Poultry waste applications sites in the Illinois river 
watershed. 

 
Figure 4: Semi truck rolled on its side 
while taking a curve near Thomas. 

 
Figure 5: Photo of the site after it was 
cleaned up. 

GIS Program 
 
Here are the major GIS accomplishments for March/April 2016: 
 

• Poultry waste applications in Illinois 
River Watershed data extract for FOIA 
request for AEMS. 

• Worked on developing a mobile-mapping, 
GPS application for Avian Influenza 
preparedness for AIS. 

• Updated Highways, Roads and Mesonet 
layers in GIS for Agency. 

• 2015 FAMWEB fire response report for 
Forestry. 

• Drew a special map for the annual Wood 
Commodity Survey for CPS. 

• Finished deploying new method to enable 
remote users to send GPS data to ODAFF 
for CPS. 

• Represented ODAFF at GIS Data Sharing 
Workgroup meeting. 

• Worked on installing GIS computer. 
• Continued ongoing training for ODAFF 

staff in GIS software. 
 

Environmental Program 

 On April 6, 2016 the Department received a call from the CHS Coop 
in Okarche stating that one of their semi’s carrying approximately 23 
tons of MESZ 12-40-0-10 fertilizer had rolled over at the intersection 
of state highways 33 and 54, just east of Thomas.  The coop was able 
to salvage approximately 22 tons of the fertilizer while the remaining 
ton was mixed with diesel and hydraulic fluid from the leaking 

reservoirs on the semi.  The coop hired an environmental cleanup 
company to remove the remaining fertilizer and impacted soil.  
The impacted soil and fertilizer was loaded into roll off bins and 
then transported off site to be spread onto a field at agronomic 
rates.  Upon removal of the impacted soil the Department collected 
a soil sample from the clean material to determine if all impacted 
soil had been removed. The soil sample yielded clean results. 
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Plant Protection Program 

2016 Southern Plant Board Annual Meeting 

State regulatory officials from all 13 Southern Plant Board states attended the annual meeting in 
Biloxi, Mississippi April 19-21, 2016 with Puerto Rico the only absent member.  Others 
attending the annual meeting represented USDA APHIS Plant Protection & Quarantine, U.S. 
Customs & Border Protection, Purdue University, Southeastern Growers, Inc., Mississippi Farm 
Bureau Federation, Center for Plant Health Science and Technology, and the President and 
Executive Secretary of the National Plant Board. 

Each state gave their state report and the common thread with these reports was budget concerns, 
reductions in work forces, managing new pests, and the threat of new pest introductions. State 
regulators are concerned that resources may not be available to address and manage new pest 
detections and outbreaks. 

 Several panels offered discussions and updates: 
 

• Systems Approach to Nursery Certification (SANC) reported that all 8 of the pilot 
nurseries had completed Phase 1 and were in varying stages of writing and adopting their 
certification manuals. Carol Seadale from Southeastern Growers in Georgia related the 
experiences of their nursery going into the SANC Pilot and the benefits they have seen to 
date. 

• Virginia and Tennessee Departments of Agriculture were leaders in discussions on hemp 
production. These 2 states have startup producers and advised on protocols and their 
regulatory role with this crop. 

• The Phytophthora ramorum panel presented a review of the current primary hosts and 
associated hosts of this disease, an update of positive tested nurseries, nurseries that had 
been released from regulations, and the status of Greer Gardens violations and penalties.  
 

The meeting included a tour of Gateway America Irradiation Facility in Gulfport. Gateway is a 
USDA and FDA approved facility for the import and export phytosanitary treatment of fruits, 
fresh foods, spices, fish, poultry, meat, cereals, dry fruits, onion, potatoes, garlic, and ginger. 
Irradiation is a clean, safe, and environmentally friendly technology that has been approved by 
the USDA since 1963 and is used in 37 countries.  Gateway America uses a method known as 
gamma irradiation (or cold pasteurization) that basically eliminates pests, decay bacteria, and 
pathogens such as E. coli, salmonella, and listeria from poultry, seafood, red meat, fruits, and 
vegetables. 

• Shelf life of meat products, fruits, and vegetables is improved because spoilage bacteria 
are reduced. 

• Irradiation is used to destroy insects on products imported into the U.S. reducing the need 
for other pest controls practices that may harm the products. 

• Food irradiation improves the safety of food by reducing or eliminating harmful 
microorganisms and insects. 

• Irradiation delays ripening (fresh berries) and/or sprouting on certain fruits and tubers 
(potatoes, onions, garlic). 
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Figure 6: Bell filled with oysters that 
are ready to be placed in the 
irradiation tank. 

 
Figure 7: Bells being placed into the 
irradiation tank. 

 
Figure 8: Photo collage of different 
products irradiated at the site. 

A semi load of fresh oysters had arrived at the facility and the group was able to view the 
irradiation process from delivery to 
submersion into the treatment tanks. 
Fresh seafood comprises the largest 
volume of treatment at this facility.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Andy Whittington, Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation gave an overview of Mississippi’s 
Honeybee Stewardship Program.  The program was developed to set operating standards among 
beekeepers, farmers, pesticide applicators, and aerial applicators.  Important considerations for 
farmer-beekeeper partnerships were outlined: 
 

− Know your farmer, know your beekeeper.  
− “Bee Aware” flag place in highly visible locations. 
− Hive placement and hive identification. 
− GPS locations of hives provided by beekeepers to farmers and applicators. 
− Timing of insecticide applications. 

 
These standards serve as basic guidelines for cooperation between farms and beekeepers when 
bees are located in or near agricultural production areas. 

Field Activity for March 

Grower Inspections Dealer Inspections Phytosanitary Inspections 
106 178 238 

Field Activity for April 

Grower Inspections Dealer Inspections Phytosanitary Inspections 
101 224 408 

 
Stop Sale Issued for April 
 

Plants Number Violation 
Marigolds 73 12-pack cell Aphids 

Spirea 31 2.5-quart Powdery mildew 
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Figure 9: Spirea plant with severe 
powdery mildew infection. 

 
Figure 10: Spirea plant with light 
powdery mildew infection. 

Diseased Spirea Plants 
 
During a routine nursery inspection, spirea plants with powdery 
mildew infection were found with levels ranging from severe, 

nearly completely infected to light, 
with only a few leaves with 
mildew.  The fungus, Podospaera 
clandestina, causes deformed 
leaves and the leaves will fall 
prematurely.  The disease thrives in 
humid conditions with cool 
nighttime temperatures followed by warm day temperatures.  
Sporation occurs throughout the growing season and the fungus 
survives over winter in protective structures. 

 
Federal Phytosanitary Certificates Issued in March 
 
Commercial value of shipment $1,250 or more: 
 4 Federal Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $106.00 each 
Commercial value of shipment less than $1,250: 
 1 Federal Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $61.00 each 
 

Country Product Amount 
China Barrel clover seed 1 gram 
Japan Sesame seed 620,100 pounds 

 
Federal Phytosanitary Certificates Issued in April 
 
Commercial value of shipment $1,250 or more: 
 7 Federal Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $106.00 each 
Commercial value of shipment less than $1,250: 
 8 Federal Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $61.00 each 
 

Country Product Amount 
Belgium Barrel clover seed 1 gram 
China Barrel clover seed 1 gram 
China Bermuda grass sprigs 500 grams 
Germany Barrel clover seed 2 grams 
Germany Mouseear cress seed 1 grams 
Japan Sesame seed 1,640,880 pounds 
Poland Barrel clover seed 2  grams 
Republic of Korea Hickory pellets 100 bags 
Spain Barrel clover seed 3 grams 
United Kingdom Barrel clover seed 2 grams 
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State Phytosanitary Certificates Issued in March 
224 State Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $20.00 each 

 
Product State Amount 

Nursery plants Arizona 8,800 plants 
Nursery plants California 58 plants 
Nursery plants Colorado 10,249 plants 
Nursery plants Idaho 307 plants 
Nursery plants Nevada 2 plants 
Nursery plants New Mexico 143,696 plants 
Nursery plants Oregon 7 plants 
Nursery plants Washington 17 plants 
Nursery plants Utah 2,404 plants 
Nursery plants Washington 41 plants 

 
State Phytosanitary Certificates Issued in April 

441 State Phytosanitary Certificates issued @ $20.00 each 
 

Product State Amount 
Nursery plants Arizona 8,800 plants 
Nursery plants California 58 plants 
Nursery plants Colorado 10,249 plants 
Nursery plants Idaho 307 plants 
Nursery plants Nevada 2 plants 
Nursery plants New Mexico 143,696 plants 
Nursery plants Oregon 7 plants 
Nursery plants Washington 17 plants 
Nursery plants Utah 2,404 plants 
Nursery plants Washington 41 plants 

 
 
AGRICULTURE RESOURCES SECTION 
 
Feed Program 
 
Program Performance 
 
During this reporting period there were a total of 86 official feed samples analyzed, with 197 
feed determinations made from these samples.  These determinations resulted in the issuance of 
16 violations for feeds or feed ingredients that did not meet established tolerances based on their 
guaranteed analysis.  The majority of these violations were issued for products deficient in crude 
protein.  Violations were also issued for feed products that did not meet their guarantees for 
crude fiber, and vitamin A.  Five stop sale orders were issued for feed products with severe 
deviations from their guaranteed analysis.  Two of these stop sales were issued for products 
deficient in vitamin A.  One stop sale each was issued for products deficient in crude protein, 
crude fat, and the active drug ingredient level.   
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The following tables show a two month comparison of label violations and stop sale orders 
issued by the Department for feed products that did not meet their guaranteed analysis. 
 
 
Table 1. Feed Notice of Label Violation Summary March 2016 – April 2016 
 Number of Label Violations 
Nutritional Guarantee March1 April2 Two Month Total 
Crude Protein 29 13 42 
Non-protein Nitrogen 0 0 0 
Crude Fat 0 0 0 
Crude Fiber 3 2 5 
Calcium 0 0 0 
Phosphorus 0 0 0 
Salt 1 0 1 
Magnesium 0 0 0 
Potassium 0 0 0 
Copper 0 0 0 
Zinc 0 0 0 
Vitamin A 4 1 5 
Medicated Feed 0 0 0 

Total 37 16 53 
1165 feed samples analyzed with 379 determinations; 286 feed samples analyzed with 197 determinations  
 
 
Table 2. Feed Stop Sale Summary March 2016 – April 2016 
 Number of Stop Sales 
Nutritional Guarantee March1 April2 Two Month Total 
Crude Protein 3 1 4 
Non-protein Nitrogen 1 0 1 
Crude Fat 1 1 2 
Crude Fiber 2 0 2 
Calcium 0 0 0 
Phosphorus 0 0 0 
Salt 0 0 0 
Magnesium 0 0 0 
Potassium 0 0 0 
Copper 0 0 0 
Zinc 0 0 0 
Vitamin A 2 2 4 
Medicated Feed 5 1 6 

Total 14 5 19 
1165 feed samples analyzed with 379 determinations; 286 feed samples analyzed with 197 determinations  
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Fertilizer Program 
 
Program Performance 
 

REPORTING PERIOD MARCH 19, 2016 THROUGH APRIL 29, 2016 
 

Item 
 

Number 
Notice of 

Deficiency 
Letter of 
Warning 

Stop 
Sale 

Samples 
Deficient 

 
Misc 

Fertilizer Samples   116   7 24  
Lime Samples      3      
Dry Fertilizer Facility 
Inspections 

 
     5 

 
1 

 
 

   

Liquid Fertilizer Facility 
Inspections 

 
3 

 
 

 
 

   

Turf Applicator 
Inspections 

 
1 

 
 

    

Ammonium Nitrate 
Audits 

 
19 

     

Anhydrous Ammonia 
Dealers 

 
4 

     

Anhydrous Ammonia 
Storage Tank 
Inspections 

 
7 

     

Anhydrous Ammonia 
Nurse Tank Inspections 

 
216 

   
 

  

Pre Site Facility 
Inspections 

 
2 

     

 
License and Soil Amendment Renewals 
 
Upon completion of license renewals, there are currently 1,793 fertilizer licenses issued with 570 
of the licensees utilizing the online Kelly Registrations System for renewal. Agricultural lime 
vendor licenses were renewed by 85 companies with 12 companies using the Kelly Registrations 
System.  For the current registration period, 106 companies have 548 soil amendment products 
registered through December 31, 2016. 
 
Reported Tonnage and Inspection Fees for July 1 through December 31, 2015 
 
Fertilizer inspection fees totaled $359,539.68 collected from four hundred fifty-seven companies. 
Seventy-six companies reported tonnage online using the Kelly Registrations System. The 
fertilizer inspection fees are collected at the rate of one dollar per ton, of which one half is 
deposited in the Soil Fertility Research Account at Oklahoma State University.  Agricultural lime 
tonnage reported by sixty-eight companies totaled 143,192.8 tons.  The agricultural lime 
inspection fees totaled $14,319.28, collected at the rate of ten cents per ton.  Eight companies 
reported lime tonnage online. 
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Weights & Measures Program  
 
The large capacity scale technicians inspected 149 vehicle scales, 47 ranch scales, 2 livestock 
scales and 24 platform scales.  There were 56 scales rejected for repairs. 

 
Weights & Measures inspectors checked a total of 1,375 small scales during this period, 55 were 
rejected.  There were 19 random pack inspections and 93 standard pack inspections, 10 received 
letters of warning.  Additionally, 143 price verification inspections were conducted with letters 
of warning issued on 2 of those inspections.  Ten letters of warning was sent to scale companies 
for not properly servicing the scales.   

 
The weights & measures staff issued 1 service agency license, 7 device technician licenses and 1 
apprentice technician license. 

 
The weights & measures staff said goodbye to Administrative Assistant Melissa Davis May 3, 
2016.  Melissa accepted a position at the Department of Transportation.  Melissa’s 
professionalism and positive attitude will certainly leave a void in our division. As we said 
goodbye to Melissa, we also welcomed back Dorothy Black.  Dorothy is the former 
Administrative Assistant for the weights & measures program and retired last May.  Dorothy is 
coming back part time to help during license season which will get started next month. 
 
 
PESTICIDE SECTION 
 
Pesticide Registration 
 
Pesticide registrations for January-March 2016 are presented in the following chart. A total of 
5647 products were registered, of the products registered 4989 were renewals and 658 were new.  
There were 465 products cancelled.   
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Pesticide Samples 
 
Pesticide samples taken for January-March 2016 are presented in the following chart. A total of 
42 Residue, 31 Documentary, 85 Concentrate, 5 Tank Mix, and 4 Pollution samples were taken     
 

           
              

 

Concentration, 
85 

Documentary, 
31 

Residue, 42 

Tank Mix, 5 Pollution , 4 

Pesticide Sample Submissions for              
January - March 2016 

Table 1. Inspection Count for March - April 2016*

Inspection Type March April Two Month Total
Experimental Use Permit 0 0 0
Marketplace 104 63 167
Pesticide Applicator Facility 34 62 96
Pesticide Service Inspection 0 0 0
Restricted Use Pesticide Dealer 17 13 30
Container Containment Inspection 4 1 5
Producer Establishment 5 1 6
Use 78 78 156
Termite 0 1 1
Wood 0 1 1
Pre-treat 0 0 0
Drift Investigation 2 0 2
Pesticide Label 52 46 98
Worker Protection 3 2 5

Total 299 268 567
* Inspections not yet submitted at the time of this report will be reflected in the next board report

Number of Inspections
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Along with the above inspections CPS pesticide inspectors also took 10 nonagricultural use 
samples, 35 agricultural use samples, 59 market place samples and 23 pesticide producing 
establishment samples for a two month total of 127 samples.  The inspectors also participated in 
22 certification and training activities.  These activities include inspector training, CEU 
meetings, test sessions, pesticide applicator training and speaking at meetings. 
 
Certification & Training Activities 

Oklahoma Vegetation Management Association (OKVMA) Conference  

The spring 2016 OKVMA Conference was held at the Reed Center in Midwest City on March 1, 
2016.  The conference included a pre-test study session and ODAFF testing for hopeful certified 
applicators and service technicians. Over 400 participants gained continuing education units in 
Right-of-Way, Aquatic, Public Health, and Demo & Research categories. Jeremy McReynolds, 
Carlos Williams, Ryan Williams and Don Molnar, provided testing, verified applicator 
attendance at each workshop and had a booth at the conference and gave away brochures on 
Africanized Honey Bees in Oklahoma, Protecting Honey Bees from Pesticides, Protecting 
Oklahoma’s Endangered Species from Pesticides, Protecting Oklahoma’s Groundwater from 
Pesticides and Protecting Oklahoma Grape Vineyards from Hormone Type Herbicides.  

Professional Applicator Training 

On April 6th pesticide inspector, Lawrence Tomah attended the Professional Applicator Training 
hosted by the Oklahoma Ag Retailers Association.  The training took place at the Caddo-Kiowa 
Technology Center in Fort Cobb.  Approximately 40 applicators were present to learn about 
proper application methods, personal protective equipment, ODAFF and EPA laws & rules, and 
unwanted pesticide disposal. 

Northeast Rural Services holds Applicator Training at Vinita  

On April 22, 2016, the Northeast Rural Services (NRS) held training for their applicators. 
Presentations were made by representatives from DuPont, RUP Dealers, NRS administrators, 
and CPS field inspector, Damardray Williams.   Inspector Williams gave a presentation over the 
Oklahoma Combined Pesticide Laws and Rules.  

Pesticide Complaint Summary 

PESTICIDE COMPLAINTS   March 23, 2016 – May 9, 2016   

  RECEIVED CLOSED WARNINGS ISSUED 
NO 

ACTION 
CONSUMER GENERATED 16 16 7 9 
ROUTINE INSPECTION 11 4 3 1 
MUSK THISTLE 0 0 0 0 
WORKER PROTECTION 0 0 0 0 
CASES REFERRED TO OGC: 24 
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Compliance and Enforcement Pesticide Regulatory Education Program (PREP) and 
Worker Protection Standard Pesticide Inspector Regulatory Training (PIRT) 
 
During the first week of May, Mike Vandeventer and Damardray Williams attended concurrent 
EPA sponsored training courses in Asheville, NC.  These courses were EPA funded and this was 
the first co-located PREP and PIRT training programs with managers and inspectors were 
brought together for one day focusing on Worker Protection compliance monitoring and 
enforcement issues.  Combining the PREP and PIRT audiences allow managers and inspectors to 
share their perspectives on the same issues.  Following the first day joint session the two groups 
split to discuss current topics relative to the two groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will be glad to answer any questions from the Board members. 

     
   Kenny M. Naylor 
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Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Animal Industry Services Board Report 

May 24, 2016 
Activities March 26, 2016 – May 6, 2016 

 
Animal Disease Traceability: 
During this time period, the Ultra High Frequency Pilot Project was completed.  Dr. 
Gorczyca is in the process of completing the final report for submission to USDA.  
Overall the project was successful and provided useful information in regards to how the 
technology would best suit the cattle industry in our state to propel traceability.  The 
AniTrace equipment that was on loan to us will be returned with postage paid by the 
company.  
 
On April 27, Dr. Gorczyca along with Bill Golightly, USDA VS AIC, held Mobile 
Information Management System (MIMS) training for USDA veterinarians and animal 
health technicians, and for ODAFF LSIs.  This training was held to better familiarize 
field personnel with the benefits of using MIMS so that they can promote the technology 
to producers and veterinarians.  
 
During this time period, we established the Dairy Herd Improvement Association’s 
Oklahoma office as an “official tagging site”.  DHIA will distribute NUES (National 
Uniform Tagging System) tags obtained from ODAFF AIS to producers and report the 
distributions on a monthly basis within a spreadsheet that was provided.  We are 
beginning to see an increase of NUES tag requests from producers and one way to help 
the producers comply with official identification requirements is by allowing groups like 
DHIA distribute tags.  
 
Aquaculture:   
During this time period warning letters were mailed to two separate aquaculture facilities 
for failure to renew aquaculture licenses for their individual operations.  Both of these 
facilities have been licensed in the past.  Aquaculture licenses are renewed on a yearly 
basis and the deadline to renew is January 15th.  These facilities are still actively 
propagating and selling fish within the state without a license.  After numerous failed 
attempts to contact the aquaculture facilities, the decision was made to send a warning 
letter.  One of the aquaculture facilities complied with the instructions in the letter and is 
now once again licensed.  The remaining facility has not complied with the warning letter 
and we are in the process of determining the next step.  
 
Dr. Gorczyca worked with Melissa Pearson and generated a press release concerning 
Aquaculture that was published on the High Plains Journal’s website.   
 
Biologics: 
During this time period, biological product renewals were completed. The renewals 
generated $146,600 and registered 832 biological products.  
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Cattle Programs: 
Johne’s Disease positive numbers are less than this same period last year.  Since the last 
board meeting we have 7 positive reports on 5 new premises compared to 11 positive 
reports on 5 new premises in 2015.  For the year we are also below last year numbers 
with 27 positives on 18 new premises in 2016 compared with 43 positives on 29 new 
premises in 2015.  The positives are all in the eastern half of the state.   
 
In the last 2 weeks Dr. Stone has had several calls from producers who have had cattle 
test positive for Johne’s Disease.  He discusses the risk within that herd and how to 
manage the herd moving forward to economically reduce that risk.  We try to work with 
the local veterinarian to educate these producers about the disease in more detail than 
many veterinarians have time to present.  
 
During the time period from March 23 through May 6, 2382 bulls were tested for 
Trichomoniasis, with 28 positive bulls discovered.  Dr. Woodbridge contacts the owners 
of positive bulls and their veterinarians to follow up and offer advice about control and 
eradication of the disease, and to answer questions about the disease and our regulations. 
 

 
 
Our current statistics compare to 2.1% positive bulls in 2011, 1.4% in 2012, 1.3% in 
2013, 1.4% in 2014, and 1.1% in 2015. 
 
A cow from Delaware County was tested for Brucellosis to go to a consignment sale.  It 
demonstrated high titers for Brucellosis.  We quarantined the premises and retested the 
individual cow and the remainder of the herd.  The remainder of the herd was negative 
and the individual cow was sent to slaughter.  We are waiting on the results of the 
cultures.  We believe this cow did have Brucellosis, but our suspicion is that it was 
caused by exposure to feral swine that were carrying Swine Brucellosis.  
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Emergency Management: 
On March 30, Dr. Gorczyca and I participated in a State Animal Response Team call 
initiated by the OK MRC State Coordinator.  The purpose of the call was to get an update 
on each team’s capabilities and preparedness level for the upcoming severe weather 
season. The teams were also notified of a change in leadership for the SART.  Dr. Scott 
Mason, one of the original founding members of the SART will serve as the team lead, 
replacing Dr. Leslie Cole.  Dr. Mason has been in discussions with OSU CVHS 
leadership to move the SART from its current agency, Oklahoma State Department of 
Health to the veterinary school.  It is his hope that under the veterinary school it will 
become a more robust and deployable team, similar to the animal response team at Texas 
A&M.  No decisions have been made at this time. 
 
On March 30 a tornado hit one of the barns at Will Rogers Downs in Claremore.  I was 
notified of the damage by a member of Oklahoma Large Animal First Responders.  I 
called the track veterinarian to determine the extent of the damage.  The following day 
Dr. Herrin and I followed up and determined that while one barn was seriously damaged 
and some horses were injured, our assistance was not needed. 
 

        
                                         Damage to barns at Will Rogers Downs 
 
On April 7, Dr. Gorczyca and I attended an Earth, Wind, and Fire State Wide exercise 
planning meeting at the SEOC.  ODAFF AIS was given the opportunity to discuss 
exercise objectives they would like to accomplish during the exercise this November.  
These objectives include deploying animal response teams and initiating stop 
movement/permitted movement in the event of a foreign animal disease outbreak.  Dr. 
Gorczyca is on the exercise planning committee and will continue to work with planners 
to assure ODAFF AIS has an active role this year.  
 
Dr. Gorczyca and I attended the Multi-State Partnership for Security in Agriculture 
(MSP)/USDA VS Area Command tabletop exercise on May 4 in Kansas City, MO.  We 
participated in a scenario that involved multiple states developing cases of Foot and 
Mouth Disease and explored how we would mobilize resources and request resources if 
what was available in our state were exhausted.  Our attendance was paid by the MSPSA.   
 
We have already experienced several episodes of severe weather that resulted in the 
formation of tornados.  During these events, a liaison from AIS is on hand at the SEOC to 
field assistance requests or to answer questions concerning animal response.  In 
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anticipation of continued severe weather Dr. Gorczyca has contacted County Emergency 
Managers to remind them of the animal response teams available within the state that can 
be deployed to assist with incidents involving animals.  More importantly she is 
reminding them to have a plan in place for pets and livestock so that when an incident 
does happen, these animals are not forgotten.  The evening of May 9 several tornados 
touched down across the state.  We worked with Oklahoma Medical Reserve Corps to 
activate OLAFR to assist with triage and evacuation of some livestock near Wynnewood.    
 

                           
                                              Injured livestock from Wynnewood tornado 
 
Dr. Gorczyca is working with Shelly Ames, the Eastern District Coordinator for the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health, to develop best practice protocols for handling 
zoonotic diseases and animal agriculture disasters that can be shared with local and 
county health department employees to better prepare them when responding to incidents 
of this nature.   
 
Dr. Gorczyca will be attending the NASAAEP Summit May 17-19, in College Station, 
TX.  All travel expenses will be paid by the Summit planning committee as Dr. Gorczyca 
is the state animal health official representing Oklahoma and is a voting member for 
NASAAEP. 
 
 Equine Programs: 
There were no new cases for Equine Infectious Anemia, Piroplasmosis, or Contagious 
Equine Metritis.   
 
Dr. Herrin attended a “Town Hall Meeting” sponsored by the Association of Racing 
Commissioners International that was held at Remington Park.  This was one of a series 
of meetings that are being held to explore possible solutions to problems facing the 
industry and its participants that impact the integrity of the sport.  Owners, breeders, 
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horsemen, veterinarians, track officials, regulators and fans were invited to attend and 
provide input.  
  
Drs. Woodbridge and Stone have been assisting APHIS Veterinary Services personnel in 
conducting the National Animal Health Monitoring System Equine survey.  This is a 
large study of the equine industry in the United States that will provide the most current 
and valid estimates of challenges faced by owners and operations. 
 
Farmed Cervidae Programs: 
During this period, chronic wasting disease was identified in wild reindeer in Norway.  
This is the first known case of natural transmission of the disease in reindeer, and 
Norway is only the second country outside of North America to identify the disease, with 
South Korea being the first.   
 
A letter of warning was sent to the owner of an elk herd in Logan County for failure to 
properly identify adult animals.  This producer has been given a time frame to address the 
issue. 
 
Dr. Roach assisted the USDA in the development of a CWD PowerPoint presentation that 
covers the most current CWD information for the states within Veterinary Services’ 
District IV.   
 
Dr. Roach performed an interview with an OSU DASNR student who was writing a 
paper on the farmed whitetail industry. 
 
Feral Swine: 
With the approval of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, a letter was 
mailed to their licensed commercial hunt areas.  The purpose of this letter was to better 
educate them on the regulations for captive feral swine hunting.   
 
A letter of warning has been issued to a Mayes County resident for transporting and 
maintaining feral swine without licensure.  A notice of violation and administrative 
penalty request has been submitted to our general counsel.  
 
Dr. Roach performed an interview with two high school FFA students regarding feral 
swine.  Each was developing a presentation regarding feral swine for a speech contest. 
 
Foreign Animal Disease: 
We had one potential Foreign Animal Disease case reported during this time period.  A 
practitioner in Lincoln County reported a calf with lesions that could potentially have 
been caused by Foot and Mouth Disease or Vesicular Stomatitis.  After discussing the 
individual animal’s symptoms and the herd it came from we decided to have the 
practitioner observe the calf and report any change in it or any others becoming 
symptomatic.  The calf improved with treatment and no other stock became similarly ill. 
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Livestock Market Audits: 
During this period, this department was made aware that Brian Marland of Collinsville 
was discontinuing operations of his sheep and goat sale. This is the first market of 2016 
to cease operations. Although the trend of market ownership changes has stalled the first 
few months of this year, multiple individuals did request information regarding market 
ownership during this period. Several routine custodial audits were completed during this 
time with no violations discovered.  
                       
                                   Livestock Auction Market Activities 
Auction market licenses issued   0  
Market custodial audits completed   8  
Auction market complaints investigated  0  
Fines collected (operating without a license)  0  
Livestock Markets with Legal Action  0  
Special Audits      0 
 
Outreach: 
On March 29 we hosted our monthly Veterinary Medical Officer meeting where State 
and Federal veterinarians get together to discuss current and new programs, issues and 
cases. 
 
On April 28, Dr. Gorczyca participated in “Bring Your Kids to Work Day”.  She talked 
to the kids about disaster preparedness for their pets as well as for themselves.  
Afterwards, each child was able to decorate a bag that could be used to hold supplies for 
their pet or for themselves when needing to seek shelter during severe weather. 
  

                      
 
Dr. Stone made a presentation to the North Central Oklahoma Veterinary Medical 
Association on disease issues within the state at their meeting in Enid on April 25.  He 
discussed the Brucellosis case in the wild deer and advised the veterinarians to watch for 
positive Brucellosis results that might be linked to feral swine.  He gave a Johne’s 
Disease update, discussed Trichomoniasis, and discussed Animal ID and Tracebility 
issues. 

Dr. Gorczyca talking to children 
about Emergency Preparedness 
at Bring Your Kids to Work 
Day on April 28. 
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Dr. Stone continues to work with the State Fair of Oklahoma and the Oklahoma 
Veterinary Medical Association on the Birthing Center and Surgical Suite at the fair.  
This exhibit has repeatedly been voted one of the favorite attractions of the fair and is a 
great presentation of production agriculture.  We have really good reception from our 
industries and universities here in Oklahoma.  We are in the planning stages of the 2017 
fair and a new venue.  We are making a number of changes to our presentation to the 
public and the education to students, which include students from veterinary school, 
veterinary technology school and pre-veterinary students.  We are also making changes to 
the management of the exhibit to offer a better, more consistent exhibit, increased 
biosecurity and increased public safety.  
 
I did an interview with the High Plains Journal on April 4 about the Anderson Creek Fire 
in northwestern Oklahoma and its effect on livestock. 
 
On April 13 I did an interview with the Journal-Record about changing weather patterns 
and its impact on livestock and livestock diseases. 
 
On April 6 Dr. Woodbridge gave a presentation to the Ardmore Rotary Club about 
ODAFF in general and AIS and our mission in particular. 
 
On April 21 and May 2 I gave presentations about Trichomoniasis and Tuberculosis to 4th 
year veterinary students at OSU CVHS who will be staying in Oklahoma and doing cattle 
work to certify them to do regulatory Trichomoniasis testing. 
 
On April 5 I attended the Oklahoma Veterinary Medical Association Board meeting. 
     
The FDA Veterinary Feed Directive is a subject that most livestock producers have now 
heard of.  It will change the way most producers can access antibiotics to use in or on 
livestock feed.  We continue to get questions from veterinarians as well as producers and 
have been trying to help them understand the rules that go into effect at the end of 2016. 
 
Working with Bryan Painter and Melissa Pearson, Dr. Gorczyca created a video and 
press release discussing disaster preparedness that was shared on social media pages to 
raise awareness for the public 
 
Poultry Programs: 
We responded to 17 sick bird/dead bird cases in the time period represented (total of 41 
cases for 2016).  No reportable diseases were discovered in these cases. 
 
Dr. Herrin attended Tri-State Poultry Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) meeting in 
April 
 
Dr. Stone and LSI Dee Hilliard represented ODAFF at a presentation for HPAI 
preparedness sponsored by Cobb-Vantress in Siloam Springs, AR on May 4th.  It 
presented their biosecurity management plan for prevention and control of HPAI.  It was 
attended by Cobb-Vantress producers at all levels of production.  Also present were 
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representatives from USDA, Arkansas Livestock and Poultry and ODAFF.  It was an 
opportunity to openly discuss problems with eradication of HPAI if and/or when it 
comes.  
 
Rabies in Livestock: 
There were no confirmed cases of rabies during this period.  Dr. Roach assisted an 
elderly Ardmore resident who was concerned about rabies in one of her goats.  He 
assisted her by contacting a local veterinarian and connecting the two for disease 
sampling. 
 
Sheep and Goat Programs: 
No scrapie positive animals have been identified from any of the flock investigations 
initiated from the traces out of the positive Ohio flock described in the previous board 
report.  ODAFF and USDA are currently completing the final flock investigation and 
animal genotyping.   
 
Swine Programs: 
Dr. Roach assisted the owners of the Leech Livestock Market by helping them educate 
their consignors with the swine industry’s premises identification tag requirement for cull 
breeding hogs.  There was a lot of misinformation surrounding the industry’s requirement 
that was implemented in January 2015.  Although this is not a state or federal regulation, 
our office has continued to assist the industry in their outreach efforts. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
Dr. Roach completed the twelve monthly reports for the 2015 USDA National Animal 
Health Reporting System.  This online reporting system tracks national reportable 
diseases ranging from foreign animal diseases (such as foot and mouth disease and 
classical swine fever) to endemic diseases (such as rabies and bovine viral diarrhea 
virus).  This system helps the USDA better understand the prevalence and incidence of 
many livestock diseases (both foreign and domestic), and it provides disease statistics to 
the World Health Organization and our international trading partners.     
 
I talked to concerned citizens about potential livestock abuse cases in LeFlore and Blaine 
Counties in early April.  In both cases local law enforcement investigated and seized 
horses and cattle that were not being humanely cared for. 
 
I have received two complaints about Non Veterinary Equine Dental Providers and am 
investigating them. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Rod Hall, DVM 
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Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry 
Wildlife Services Division 

May 2016 Board Report for April 2016 Activities 
 
 
Introduction 
 
WS responds to complaints from the public involving problems with wildlife throughout 
Oklahoma.  WS Specialists conduct operational control programs for many of the 
complaints they receive to resolve these wildlife damage problems.  During this period, 
these projects were conducted on an estimated one million acres of land under agreement.  
Additionally, WS helped 235 persons and entities with technical assistance which 
involved providing information to cooperators so they can resolve problems themselves.  
Cooperators reported and WS Specialists verified wildlife damage of $467,434 during 
this period. Beaver damages accounted for losses totaling $57,190. Coyotes were 
responsible for a number of damage requests, primarily to livestock, with losses totaling 
$37,060. Feral hog damages accounted for losses totaling $370,784. 
 
Providing Wildlife Services  
 
Coyote Damage Management 
 
A Pawnee County Rancher reported loss of a calf valued at $405 to coyote predation. The 
rancher had also witnessed two coyotes chasing one of his calves.  The WS Specialist 
used shooting and trapping techniques to remove six coyotes from the calving pastures. 
No more problems have been reported. 
 
On April 13th, a Carter County rancher contacted WS for assistance with coyote damage 
management.  The rancher reported that coyotes were responsible for killing a calf valued 
at $800.   A Wildlife Specialist responded to the request and confirmed that coyotes were 
responsible for the damage.  Control efforts were successful in removing 13 coyotes from 
the immediate area with no further losses reported to date. 
 
On April 21st, a Beaver County rancher requested assistance after coyotes where 
responsible for the loss of a calf valued at $800 dollars.  The rancher used the methods of 
carcass/carrion removal to try to reduce the losses associated with coyotes.  The 
Specialist for Beaver County set leghold traps and used calling/shooting to remove six 
coyotes.  At this time no further losses have occurred and the Specialist continues to 
monitor coyote activity around the area.  
 
On April 2nd, a Woods County sheep producer requested assistance with coyotes 
depredating on lambs.  The producer reported that coyotes had killed 11 lambs valued at 
$1,310 dollars.  A WS Specialist examined two available carcasses and verified that 
coyotes were responsible for the loss of those lambs.  The Specialist recommended a 
number of methods to prevent future damages, including exclusion fencing, night 
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penning, and guarding animals.  The Specialist set neck snares and six coyotes were 
captured.  Monitoring continues on this property.  
 
On April 4th, a Harper County rancher requested assistance after coyotes where 
responsible for the loss of a calf valued at $405 dollars.  The rancher had employed a 
number of methods, but losses to coyotes continued.  The Specialist for Harper County 
used neck snares, leghold traps, and calling/ shooting to remove 14 coyotes.  No further 
losses have occurred. 
 
On April 7th, a Stephens County landowner contacted WS requesting assistance after 
coyotes had killed their family pets.  The Specialist was able to verify that coyotes had 
carried off two of the families dogs.  The landowner reported the value of the pets at $800 
dollars, but the loss was much greater than just monetary value.  The Specialist used 
snares to capture six coyotes, and continues to monitor the area for coyote activity. 
 
Feral Hog Damage Management 
 
On April 1st, a Creek County rancher contacted WS asking for assistance with a feral hog 
problem. Rancher reported hogs were rooting up his grazing pasture damages estimated 
at $2,000. A WS Troubleshooter answered the request and used shooting and corral 
trapping to remove 17 hogs from the pasture. No further damages work on going at this 
time. 
 
On April 4th, Aerial operations began on an Osage County property that had been 
experiencing feral swine damage to pastures, along with turf and flower damage. Damage 
to turf and flowers was estimated at $3,000.  Damage to 1000 acres of pasture was 
estimated at $133,300. Aerial operations removed 309 feral swine and work will continue 
as needed. 
 
WS received a request from an Ottawa County landowner who reported that feral swine 
were responsible for rooting up pasture ground, with an estimated damage totaling $700. 
The Specialist responded to the request and verified that feral swine were responsible for 
the damage reported. The Specialist was able to remove four problem feral swine with 
night shooting methods. Work is complete at this time with no further damage reported. 
The landowner was instructed on several environmental changes that can be employed to 
prevent future damages.  
 
On April 5th, a Lincoln County landowner contacted WS with damage to pasture from 
feral swine. Baiting was started and trail cameras were placed to observe the bait. Aerial 
hunting and thermal shooting were used to take 32 feral swine from the property. Work is 
ongoing at this time. 
 
On April 19th, a Murray County rancher reported that feral hogs were rooting up his 
pasture and hay fields.  A Wildlife Specialist responded to the request and confirmed the 
feral hogs were responsible for an estimated $2,000 in damages.  Management efforts are 
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continuing as the feral hogs have left the immediate area.  No further losses have been 
reported to date while continued monitoring continues. 
 
On April 19th, a Logan County farmer requested assistance with feral swine.  The farmer 
reported that feral swine were responsible for damage to 10 acres of planted corn valued 
at $5,000 dollars in damage.  When the corn field was planted, feral swine rooted down 
the planted rows and consumed the planted corn seed.  The damage was somewhat 
random and sporadic throughout the field.  The Feral swine went down the rows feeding 
for a distance then jumped over to another row to continue feeding.  The damages 
resulted in a need to replant large areas or all of the field.  The Specialist for Logan 
County used thermal night vision to remove eight hogs from the corn field.  Work is 
ongoing on this property and will continue until the corn has sprouted.  
 
A constant challenge for WS personnel conducting feral swine operations is interference 
from individuals tampering with equipment and or bait sites, or sport hunting in an area 
that bumps hogs away from traps or bait. This is a fairly common occurrence. In a recent 
bizarre case, a WS Specialist noticed that all the animal activity had ceased suddenly at a 
trap. Somewhat puzzled by the situation, he checked the camera that he had placed to 
monitor trap activity. When he checked the pictures, he was shocked to see a man fully 
naked wearing a Halloween mask posing for the camera. In those cases, WS just explores 
alternative methods and ideas to continue to manage damages experienced by producers. 
 
Aerial Swine Operations 
 
During the month of April, many farmers and dairy producers in Tillman County began 
planting corn for silage and cattle feed.  These producers annually experience feral swine 
problems on corn fields.  Damage estimates from three corn producers report hogs do 
$25,000 dollars annually in this area.  To help reduce feral swine damage to the corn 
fields in this area, prior to planting season, WS utilized the fixed-wing in conjunction 
with the helicopter to remove as many feral swine from the area as possible before corn 
planting.  The tandem use of the fixed-wing and helicopter with ground crew and dogs 
allowed WS to remove 311 feral swine in 7.2 hours from the area.  WS will continue to 
monitor these areas, and further work will be conducted if needed. 
 
Beaver Damage Management 
 
On April 1st, a Logan County landowner requested assistance with beavers that were 
cutting trees on his property. The landowner reported that beavers were responsible for 
cutting 20 trees valued at $5,000 dollars.  The specialist verified damage and that beavers 
were responsible.  The Specialist set neck snares to remove five beaver.  No further 
damage to tress has occurred.  
 
On April 6th, a Roger Mills County landowner requested assistance after beavers were 
responsible for damage to standing trees valued at $1,000 dollars.  The Specialist 
recommended the landowner wrap the trees with net wire to protect the trees that he 
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wanted to protect from the beaver. The Specialist set snares and conibear traps to remove 
six beavers from the property .  No further damage has occurred. 
 
On April 5th, a Garfield County landowner requested assistance after beaver had 
burrowed into the dam on his pond.  The damage resulted in $3,800 dollars to fix the 
weakened structure.  The Specialist for Garfield County utilized neck snares to remove 
three beaver from the pond.  Work is completed and no further damage has occurred. 
 
On April 7th, a Pontotoc County landowner reported that beaver had moved into his pond 
and were burrowing holes into the pond dam.  Damage was estimated at $3,000. 
Conibear traps were successful in removing the problem beaver from the area.    
 
A Pontotoc County landowner contacted WS for assistance with beaver control on April 
25th. The landowner reported that beavers were responsible for damming up a drainage 
pipe on an OCC watershed site located on his property. Beaver were responsible for an 
estimated $1,000 in flood damage to the area. Conibear traps were successful in quickly 
removing the problem beaver from the area.  Control efforts are complete at this time. 
 
A Pontotoc County landowner contacted WS for assistance with beaver control on April 
5th. The landowner reported that beavers were responsible for burrowing numerous holes 
into a pond dam and cutting down numerous trees around a pond located on his property.  
Beaver were responsible for an estimated $1,000 in damages to the area. Conibear traps 
were successful in quickly removing the problem beaver from the location.   
 
 On April 8th, a Pittsburg County Commissioner contacted WS for assistance with beaver 
control. The commissioner reported that beaver were damming up a culvert and flooding 
a county roadway.  Damages were estimated at $2,500. Conibear traps were successful in 
removing the problem beaver.  Control efforts are complete at this time. 
 
On April 13th, a McCurtain County Commissioner contacted WS for assistance with 
beaver control.  The commissioner reported that beaver had dammed up a culvert along a 
county roadway which was causing major flood damage to the surrounding area.  Beaver  
were responsible for an estimated $2,000 in repair damages to the road. Conibear traps 
were successful in removing the problem beaver from the area.  Control efforts are 
complete at this time, with no further losses reported to date. 
 
In Haskell County, a landowner reported that beavers had plugged a tinhorn which was 
causing his driveway road to flood.  The WS Specialist used conibear traps to capture the 
problem beavers. Monitoring continues at this time. 
  
On April 7th, a Sequoyah County landowner reported that beavers had been living in his 
creek, and had downed a large number of trees along the bank. The Specialist used night 
shooting techniques to take two problem beavers from the creek to halt damages.   
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 An Okmulgee County landowner reported that beavers had gnawed down several trees 
along the creek and had the tin-horn plugged causing their pasture to flood.  A WS 
Specialist responded to the request, and verified that beavers were responsible for the 
damages valued at $1,000.  Six problem beaver were successfully removed, the tin-horn 
was cleaned out draining the water, and control efforts are complete at this time. 
 
WS was contacted by a Mayes County landowner who reported that beaver were 
responsible for damming up two drainage ditches on his property, along with tree 
damage.  The Specialist used conibear traps to remove the problem beaver.  Work is just 
beginning at this time.  Damages were estimated at $1,000. 
 
On April 6th, WS received a request for beaver damage control from a Craig County 
Commissioner. The commissioner reported that beaver were responsible for flooding six 
county roadways. The Specialist verified that the damage, and used spotlighting to 
remove five problem beaver from the locations. Damage to the roadways was valued at 
$3,500. Work is continuing at this time. The commissioner was instructed on structural 
repairs and exclusion methods that can be made to prevent future damages. 
 
WS Assistance at Airports and Air Force Bases 
 
Will Rogers World Airport 
 
WS received a call from the Federal Transfer Center (FTC) to assist in beaver removal on 
the eastern side of WRWA property.  The beavers were damaging their trees near the 
facility, as well as creating a habitat for waterfowl.     
 
WS had one day of herring gulls on the airfield, of which, five were lethally removed and 
30 were hazed off the movement area.  In addition, WS captured one coyote, and have 
been hazing pigeons and Canada geese from the airfield. 
 
WS is working with Building maintenance, in the control of insects along runway areas. 
Controlling insects at those locations should reduce insect eating birds from foraging near 
the runways, and should minimize risks of wildlife/aircraft strikes. 
 
Vance Air Force Base 
 
Increased moisture and resulting puddles at Vance have attracted several species of birds. 
There was a noticeable increase of gulls, in particular, due to the extra rain.   
 
Recently, regulations have changed and Vance is no longer able to burn the airfield for 
Meadowlark mitigation.  WS is working with Vance, the AF Safety Center, and the AF 
Wildland Fire Team in order to get Vance back to a status of legal prescribed burning.  
Prescribed burning is a valuable wildlife management tool at Vance.  After burning a 
portion of the airfield last year, Vance did not record a single bird strike for the following 
month.  
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Information and Communication  
 
NE District Supervisor and a Wildlife Specialist attended the Muscogee Creek Nation 1st 
Annual College Career Day April 13th.  Students were given information on many careers 
that WS offers.  The Muscogee Creek nation was very thankful for the information the 
students received. 
 
On April 18th, the NE District Supervisor and a Wildlife Specialist were invited to speak 
at a Langston University wildlife class. WS gave a presentation and hands on 
demonstration to a group of students.  WS mission was discussed, as well as wildlife 
species in Oklahoma and the damages they can do to the agriculture.  
 
On April 30th, WS provided instructional sessions on coyote predation on sheep and goat 
at the Langston University Goat Days.  WS provided information to local goat producers 
methods they could implement to help depredation problems on their herds.  Specialists 
also provided information on what WS had to offer to goat producers, and assistance 
available to help reduce predation on sheep and goats.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kevin Grant 
Division Director 
Wildlife Services Division 
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April and May 2016 Activity Report 
for  

May 2016 Board Meeting 
 

Agricultural Statistics Division 
 
General:  Oklahoma experienced an increase in warm and dry weather during the first week of 
April. According to the Mesonet, much of the state was under a Red Flag Warning throughout 
the week and the fire danger was increased by low humidity and high winds. Drought conditions 
increased to 31 percent as moderate drought, up 11 points from last week. Precipitation averaged 
0.29 of an inch across the state, ranging from 0.01 of an inch in the Panhandle district to 0.99 of 
an inch in the Southwest district. Statewide temperatures averaged in the low 60’s, with the 
lowest recording of 26 degrees at Kenton on Wednesday, April 6th and the highest recording of 
91 degrees at Beaver on Tuesday, April 5th. Topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions were rated 
mostly adequate to short. 
 
Much needed rain fell all across the state at the end of the second week of April. The drought 
monitor reported an increase in drought conditions that will most likely be changed by the recent 
rain. According to the Mesonet, a slow-moving storm approached from the west bringing relief 
to the driest areas. Moderate drought conditions increased to 32 percent, up 1 point from last 
week and 5 percent was severe drought. Precipitation averaged 2.75 inches across the state, 
ranging from 1.62 inches in the East Central district to 4.26 inches in the South Central district. 
Statewide temperatures averaged in the high 50’s, with the lowest recording of 31 degrees at 
Boise City on Tuesday, April 12th and the highest recording of 83 degrees at Kenton on 
Thursday, April 14th. Topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions were rated mostly adequate to 
short. 
 
The rain continued to improve drought conditions throughout the state during the third week of 
April. However, West Central and North Central districts still didn’t get their fair share. 
According to the Mesonet, Oklahoma’s main drought impacts, such as fire danger, stress on 
pastures and crops were largely eliminated due to do the moisture received. Moderate drought 
conditions decreased to 10 percent, down 22 points from last week and severe drought was 2 
percent, down 3 points. Precipitation averaged 1.14 inches across the state, ranging from 0.51 of 
an inch in the West Central district to 1.74 inches in the Southeast district. Statewide 
temperatures averaged in the low 60’s, with the lowest recording of 32 degrees at Boise City on 
Monday, April 18th and the highest recording of 87 degrees at Beaver on Saturday, April 23rd. 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions were rated mostly adequate to short. 
 
Much of Oklahoma experienced heavy rain throughout the fourth week in addition to flooding, 
hail and severe winds. According to the Mesonet, April 2016 was the seventh wettest on record 
with a statewide average of 6.11 inches, almost 3 inches above normal. Moderate drought 
conditions stayed at 10 percent, no change from the previous week and severe drought was 2 
percent, also no change from previous week. Precipitation averaged 1.99 inches across the state, 
ranging from 0.74 of an inch in the West Central district to 4.51 inches in the Southeast district. 
Statewide temperatures averaged in the low 60’s, with the lowest recording of 32 degrees at 
Goodwell on Saturday, April 30th and the highest recording of 92 degrees at Altus on Monday, 
April 25th. Topsoil and subsoil moisture conditions were rated mostly adequate to short. 
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Surveys:  Other surveys conducted between May and June that will be administered by the 
Oklahoma call center are listed in the table below: 
 
Survey Enumerated Survey Dates 
Farm Classification Survey (NACS) Phone Mar 14 - May 28 
May Ag Yield Phone Apr 28 - May 6 
Cash Rents Phone  Apr 17 - Jul 2 
Berry End of Season, Production, Disposition & Income Phone May 3 - May 24 
Sweet Potato Prices Phone May 4 - May 27 
NFI Slaughter Phone May 9 - May 10 
May Hay and Grain Prices Phone May 17 - May 19 
Cherry Forecast Phone May 27 - Jun 3 
June Ag Yield Phone May 28 - Jun 5 
June Crop and Stocks Phone May 28 - Jun 17 
Off Farm Grain Stocks Phone Jun 9 -  Jun 14 
NFI Slaughter Phone Jun 12 - Jun 14 
June Hay and Grain Prices Phone Jun 15 - Jun 17 
Local Food Survey Phone Jun 20 - Jul 16 
Agriculture Resource Management Phone Jun 20 - Jul 16 
July Ag Yield Phone Jun 28 - Jul 7 

 
Statistics:  The May Crop Production Report released on May 10, 2016 estimated the 
Oklahoma wheat crop at 105.6 million bushels coming from 3.3 million acres harvested, and a 
yield of 32 bushels per acres.  The June Crop Production Report will be released on June 10, 
2016. 
 
Information Requests:  Phone calls, personal visits to our office, and requests via e-mail for 
information since last report totaled 19.  In addition, our internet home page was hit 2,960 times 
in April 2016, for a total of 13,354 hits for the year. 
 
 
Released in May   Relating Dates:  Release Dates: 
Peanut County Estimates  2014-15 Annual  May 5, 2016 
Cattle County Estimates  2015-16 Annual  May 9, 2016 
Poultry County Estimates  2014-15 Annual  May 9, 2016 
Sheep & Goat County Estimates 2015-16 Annual  May 9, 2016 
Cotton County Estimates  2014-15 Annual  May 10, 2016 
Cotton Ginnings   2015 Annual   May 10, 2016 
Crop Production   May 1, 2016   May 10, 2016 
Cattle on Feed    May 1, 2016   May 20, 2016 
Agricultural Prices   May, 2016   May 31, 2016 
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Reports for June:   Relating Dates:  Release Dates: 
Crop Production   June 1, 2016   June 10, 2016 
Cattle on Feed    June 1, 2016   June 24, 2016 
Quarterly Hogs & Pigs  June 1, 2016   June 24, 2016 
Agricultural Prices   June 15, 2016   June 29, 2016 
Acreage    June 1, 2016   June 30, 2016 
Grain Stocks    June 1, 2016   June 30, 2016 
 
Meetings and Events:  Date:    Location: 
TX Cotton Ginners Convention April 6-8, 2016  Lubbock, TX 
TX Cattle Raisers Association April 8-9, 2016  Fort Worth, TX 
OK/TX Wheat Workshop  April 12-13, 2016  Altus, OK 
TX Grain and Feed Annual Meeting April 13-15, 2016  Fort Worth, TX 
Langston Goat Field Day  April 30, 2016   Langston, OK 
 
 
 
          Respectfully Submitted,  
             
 
         Wilbert C. Hundl, Jr. 
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Oklahoma Department of Agriculture,  
Food, and Forestry 

May 24, 2016 Board Report for the 
Agricultural Environmental Management Services Division 

Activities from  
Mar. 14th, 2016 through May 1st, 2016 

 
 
AEMS Agriculture Related Activity 
 

 

            
Approaching Panhandle dust storm observed near Goodwell, OK. 

April 5, 2016 photo courtesy of AEMS inspector David Jett 
 
 
 
 
On April 21, 2016, the AEMS Division was featured as a News 9 
investigative report.  The report indicated that there is a 
contingent of Oklahomans who believe concentrated animal 
feeding operations, or CAFO's pose a public health risk because 
they are under-regulated. 9 Investigates decided to take a closer 
look at that allegation and was given a rare opportunity to visit a 
large commercial animal swine farm.   
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AEMS Agriculture Related Meetings/Conferences Attended  

 
 
 3/31/16 - An AEMS member attended the Source Water Protection workgroup sponsored by the 

Oklahoma Rural Water Association (ORWA).  The objective was to identify high priority Source 
Water Protection areas in the state.  Information will be used to develop the Source Water 
Protection operating Plan utilized by the ORWA. 
 

 4/19/16 - An AEMS member attended the Grand Lake Watershed Modeling workgroup meeting 
in Langley, OK. Meeting objectives included developing and finalizing model parameters, 
determining best management practices and targets for improving water quality and creating a 
timeline for the project goals. The workgroup was developed to assist the GRDA and the State of 
Oklahoma in developing a model aimed at improving the water quality in Grand Lake and its 
main tributaries 

 
 4/21 and 4/22/16 - An AEMS member attended the EPA Region 6 Illinois River Watershed and 

Lake Tenkiller TMDL Model technical meeting in West Siloam Springs, OK. EPA 
representatives gave updates on the model development since the previous meeting in February. 
Consultants for the model gave overviews to the workgroup on how the model was developed 
and how the states’ data was used. Progress from EPA and the workgroup included using the 
updated information and data for calibrating the hydrology, nutrient loads, and meteorological 
data that best represents the time periods for the model.  The goal of the meeting was to update 
the workgroup on the model improvements and obtain feedback from the state agencies to better 
assess and deliver a model that can be implemented as a component for developing best 
management practice scenarios and TMDLs for basins in the Illinois River Watershed. 
 

 4/29/16 - An AEMS representative attended a presentation by an Environmental Science class at 
Oklahoma State University.  Earlier this year AEMS was contacted and was given an 
opportunity to submit topics that a junior/senior level college class could select as a real world 
project to research and present findings on.  One of the topics that AEMS presented was chosen 
by the class.  The group presented on carcass disposal from Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
outbreak.   
 

 AEMS continues to participate in bi-weekly conference calls with EPA/DOJ/Arkansas DEQ and 
Arkansas Egg regarding a lagoon closure at a poultry egg laying CAFO on the Oklahoma-
Arkansas state border.  

 
AgPDES Permitting Activities 
 
 Number of AgPDES CPG Authorizations this reporting period: 6 

 

Poultry Activities 
 
Poultry activities, topics and meetings arranged or attended by the AEMS team included: 
 

• Conducted 9 meetings with OSU Cooperative Extension Services County offices.  
• Conducted 11 meetings with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 
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Complaints and Inspections 
 
A summary of the complaints received and investigated plus all the inspections and technical assistance 
conducted by the ODAFF AEMS Staff for this reporting period: 
 

12 Complaints received and investigated this reporting period. 
21 Complaints closed this reporting period 

Complaints Received - Breakdown 
Cattle - 4 
Horse - 1 

Poultry - 4 
Cattle/Horse - 1 

Misc. Animals - 2 
 

82 All complaints received in FY 16 
92 All complaints closed in FY 16 
124 LMFO/CAFO inspections, plus technical assistance. 
449 Poultry inspections and technical assistance. 

 

CAFO and LMFO Activities - Month and Fiscal Year 2016 
 

 Mar. 14     -    May 1          FY16 Total 
Complaint/Compliance Follow-ups 36 242 
Routine Inspections 86 564 
Carcass Disposal Inspections 28 187 
Water Samples Collected 4 74 
Technical Assistance with Contacts 40 311 
Site Visit – Contact Missed 22 136 
Inspections with EPA 0 0 
Soil Samples Collected 0 0 
Construction Stormwater Inspection 0 0 

 

Poultry Activities – Month and Fiscal Year 2016 
 

 Mar. 14     -    May 1          FY16 Total 
Complaint/Compliance Follow-ups 6 116 
Annual Poultry Inspections 186 504 
Poultry Technical Assistance 261 1748 
Soil Samples Collected 58 390 
Site Visit/Review – No contact made  47 534 
Construction Stormwater Inspection 0 0 
Eucha-Spavinaw CNMP Written 20 145 
Inspectors Attending Poultry Education Classes 6 16 
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AEMS Division Trends for Licensed/Permitted Operations  
 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

 
Jeremy Seiger, Director 
AEMS Division 
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70 
68 8 
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End of FY13 AEMS 
Numbers 

PFOs

Swine LMFO

Swine AFOs

Other CAFOs

Lic. Compost Facilities

Private PWAs

Commercial PWAs
601 

129 

68 
69 8 

353 

121 
7 

16 
12 

End of FY14 AEMS 
Numbers 

PFOs

Swine LMFO

Swine AFOs

Other CAFOs

Lic. Compost
Facilities
Private PWAs

Commercial PWAs

AgPDES CAFO GPs

598 

129 

67 
69 8 

334 

116 

25 
14 

32 

End of FY15 AEMS 
Numbers 

PFOs

Swine LMFO

Swine AFOs

Other CAFOs

Lic. Compost
Facilities
Private PWAs

Commercial PWAs

AgPDES CAFO GPs

AgPDES PGPs

AgPDES CGPs

603 

127 

68 
66 8 

335 

117 
32 
17 

36 

Current AEMS 
Numbers 

PFOs

Swine LMFO

Swine AFOs

Other CAFOs

Lic. Compost
Facilities
Private PWAs

Commercial PWAs

AgPDES CAFO GPs

AgPDES PGPs

AgPDES CGPs
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BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD, AND FORESTRY 

  
MAY 2016 BOARD REPORT  

REGARDING MARCH 26, 2016 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2016 ACTIVITIES OF 
THE  

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 
 

ACTIONS FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION: 
 

Matter Type of Resolution Amount 
Travis Kropf Stipulation $800.00 
Harlan and George Vinson Stipulation $600.00 
Brett Addison Stipulation $100.00 
Dallas Cooper Stipulation $100.00 

ABC Termite & Pest Control Stipulation $500.00 
Don Carmichael Produce Stipulation $500.00 
Family Dollar Stores, Inc. Stipulation $525.00 
Lawnovations Stipulation $500.00 
David Payne Stipulation $250.00 
Winfield Solutions Stipulation $750.00 
Troy Jones  Stipulation $500.00 
Sammy Richards  Stipulation $5,000.00 

 
CONTRACTS REVIEWED OR DRAFTED (34): 

 
Forestry – (8) 
Market Development – (13) 
OGC – (1) 
Consumer Protection Services – (5) 
Wildlife Services – (2)  
AEMS – (3) 
Admin – (1) 
AIS – (1) 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING PROCEEDINGS: 

 
ODAFF v. Grounds Keeper of Oklahoma, OGC 15-280: Initiated formal proceedings 
against respondent. Have not obtained service.   
ODAFF v. Turf Surfers, OGC 15-327: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Status conference scheduled for June 9, 2016. 
ODAFF v. Dollar General, OGC 15-329:  Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Status conference scheduled for June 9, 2016. 
ODAFF v. Kirkpatrick Scale, OGC-16-131: This NOV has been dismissed per the 
request of the Program Administrator. 
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ODAFF v. Kirkpatrick Scale, OGC-16-132: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference is set for May 12, 2016.  
ODAFF v. Springfield Business Solutions, OGC-15-882: This NOV has been 
dismissed per the request of the Program Administrator. 
ODAFF v. Ellen Dunaway, OGC-15-646: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Respondent has contacted Department.  Further investigation is being 
undertaken regarding the remedial actions taken by Respondent to remedy the situation 
concerning the issued Notice of Violation.  This NOV will likely be dismissed.  
ODAFF v. Ladon Miller, OGC-15-775: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for April 14, 2016.  Default was to be 
entered at May 12, 2016 prehearing conference.  Respondent has contacted the 
Department.  We are currently working to resolve the NOV and will not propose a 
default at the May prehearing conference to allow for resolution of the issues in the 
NOV. 
ODAFF v. Lester Crampton, OGC-15-906: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Respondent provided proof that he resolved the issues addressed in the 
NOV.  Dismissal of this NOV is likely.  
ODAFF v. Sooner Scale, OGC-16-003: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference is set for April 14, 2016. The Department met with 
representatives of Sooner scale, and we are currently working on a Settlement 
Agreement with Sooner Scale’s attorney that will combine 16-003 and 16-004 for 
resolution. 
ODAFF v. Sooner Scale, OGC-16-004: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for April 14, 2016. The Department met 
with representatives of Sooner scale, and we are currently working on a Settlement 
Agreement with Sooner Scale’s attorney that will combine 16-003 and 16-004 for 
resolution of both the NOVs. 
ODAFF v. Renay & Jacqueline Davidson, OGC-15-776: Initiated formal proceedings 
against Respondents. Respondents have paid annual licensing fees, but still have not 
resolved the administrative penalty portion of the NOV. Currently working to resolve 
this NOV.  
ODAFF v. Herbert Duffy, OGC-16-035: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for April 14, 2016. Respondent did not 
attend the hearing.  The process for a default will be initiated. 
ODAFF v. Jay Don Reed, OGC-16-034: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was originally set for April 14, 2016.  However, the 
NOV was not picked up via certified mail.  The NOV has been sent to Investigative 
Services for hand delivery and the prehearing conference has been moved to July 14, 
2016 to allow for service. 
ODAFF v. Steven and Misty Reihm, OGC-15-908: Initiated formal proceedings 
against Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for April 14, 2016.  Respondent’s 
attorney contacted the Department and we are currently working to resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. Evan Howard and Lu Howard, Howard Kennels, OGC-14-457: Initiated 
formal proceedings against Respondent for failure to get a license and standards of care 
violations.   Respondent received NOV via hand delivery. Respondent sent in a license 
application and Dr. Judi Thomas conducted a pre licensing inspection on Monday, April 
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6, 2015. Working to resolve full payment of the administrative penalty. To date 
Respondent has made partial payments totaling $350.00 toward payment of the total 
$500.00 administrative penalty.   
ODAFF v. Joe Herbert Jr., OGC-15-317:  Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Respondent has made contact on several occasions. The Department has 
received partial payment of the administrative penalty, and is currently working to 
completely resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. Steve Powers, OGC-16-022: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent contacted 
the Department and we are currently working to resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. Stan Storey, OGC-16-090: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent contacted 
the Department and we are currently working to resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. Terry Myer, OGC-16-099: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent contacted 
the Department and we are currently working to resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. Travis Kropf, OGC-16-090: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent stipulated to 
the allegations and paid the fine in full. 
ODAFF v. David Sisson, OGC-16-092: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent contacted 
the Department and we are currently working to resolve the NOV. 
ODAFF v. John Kloechler, OGC-16-095: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.   
ODAFF v. George Fisher, OGC-16-021: Initiated formal proceedings against 
Respondent. Prehearing conference was set for May 12, 2016.  Respondent stipulated to 
the allegations and paid the fine in full. 
ODAFF v. Mahard Egg Farm--Boogie Hill., OGC-14-835 and 15-771:  Initiated 
formal proceedings against Respondent. Respondent’s attorney has made contact on 
several occasions. The parties are currently working to completely resolve the NOV. 

 
OTHER ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS: 

 
Triple S, et al. v. ODAFF, et al., CJ-2016-6964 (Okla. Dist.): Claims against ODAFF 
dismissed on September 16, 2015. Claims against individual employees are ongoing. 
The case has been moved from state court to federal court at the request of the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC). Motions for summary 
judgment have been filed by Plaintiff and by ODWC. No hearings are currently set. 
Office of General Counsel will continue monitoring the case. 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry v. Henry G. Drake & 
Henry Drake II, Drake Farms, District Court of Ottawa County, Oklahoma, Case No. 
CV-15-6:  This action stems from an issued Notice of Violation (NOV) concerning both 
the unlicensed sale of bagged agriculture seed which contained noxious weeds above 
accepted tolerances, and the continued offering of this bagged seed product under a stop 
sale order issued by an ODAFF inspector. Respondents received proper notice of the 
NOV but failed to appear and defend in the administrative action.  A default judgment 
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was entered against Respondents, and the final order was converted to an Oklahoma 
state district court action in accordance with the Uniform Enforcement of Foreign 
Judgments Act (UEFJA). A hearing on assets has been scheduled for June 24th in the 
Ottawa County District Court to determine the solvency of Respondents. 

 
MEETINGS: 

 
Date Activity 

March 28, 2016 Senate Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 
March 29, 2016 Director’s Meeting 
March 29, 2016 House Administrative Rules Committee 
March 30, 2016 Ag Day at the Capitol 
March 30, 2016 House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 
March 30, 2016 Excellence in Agriculture Awards 
March 31, 2016 OGC Staff Meeting 
March 31, 2016 Ag Groups regarding CAFO General Permit 
March 31, 2016 Oklahoma Film Commission 
April 1, 2016 Environmental Law Section Continuing Legal Education 
April 4, 2016 Senate General Government Committee 
April 5, 2016 Director’s Meeting 
April 5, 2016 House Administrative Rules Committee 
April 6, 2016 Arkansas Egg Bi Monthly Status Call 
April 6, 2016 Governor’s Intern 
April 7, 2016 Collections Meeting 
April 8, 2016 Skype interviews of Investigative Services Unit by Sirens Media 
April 8, 2016 Diversity Committee 
April 11, 2016 Governor’s office regarding open records 
April 11, 2016 House Administrative Rules Committee 
April 12, 2016 State Board of Agriculture 
April 14, 2016 Docket 
April 14, 2016 AgPDES Meeting 
April 15, 2016 General Counsel's Forum 
April 19, 2016 Director’s Meeting 
April 20, 2016 Arkansas Egg Bi-Monthly Status Call 
April 22, 2016 Interview Tulsa University law school student 
April 22, 2016 Sirens Media 
April 25, 2016 Interview OU  law school student for intern position 
April 25, 2016 Rewards and Recognition Committee 
April 26, 2016 Sooner Scale 
April 26, 2016 Director’s Meeting 
April 26, 2016 Pesticide General Permit Conference Call with EPA 
April 27, 2016 Contracting with the State Continuing Legal Education 
April 28, 2016 OGC Staff Meeting 
April 29, 2016 Oklahoma Pet Professionals Annual Meeting 
April 30, 2016 Oklahoma Pet Professionals Annual Meeting 
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RULE ACTIVITIES: 
 

Chapter 10. Agricultural Products (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board 
on January 25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on January 29, 2016. 
Chapter 13. Fuel Alcohol (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on 
January 25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on January 29, 2016. 
Chapter 15. Animal Industry (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on 
January 25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on February 2, 2016. 
Chapter 15. Animal Industry (Feral Swine) (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by 
the Board on March 1, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on March 8, 
2016. 
Chapter 17. Water Quality (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on 
January 25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on February 3, 2016. 
Chapter 30. Consumer Protection (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board 
on March 1, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on March 8, 2016. 
Chapter 37. Food Safety (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on January 
25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on February 3, 2016. 
Chapter 40. Market Development (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board 
on March 1, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on March 10, 2016. 
Chapter 44. AgPDES (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on January 25, 
2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on February 3, 2016. 
Chapter 50. Aquaculture (Permanent FY 2016): Rules approved by the Board on January 
25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and Legislature on February 3, 2016. 
Chapter 55. Commercial Pet Breeders and Animal Shelters (Permanent FY 2016): 
Rules approved by the Board on January 25, 2016 and submitted to the Governor and 
Legislature on February 4, 2016. 

 
OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS (26): 

 
AEMS-(7) 
CPS-(11) 
Forestry-(1) 
Marketing-(2) 
Animal Industry-(2) 
Executive-(1) 
Investigative Services-(1) 
Pet Breeders-(1) 

 
FARM AND RANCH CORPORATIONS REVIEWED: 

 
(1) set reviewed.    

 
OTHER ACTIONS: 

 
Discussions with Sirens Media regarding reality television, contract, and related issues 
Discussion with Respondent regarding payment of fine 
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Discussion with Respondent regarding prosecution of administrative action 
Responded to legal inquiry regarding liability of ODAFF personnel when providing certain 
services related to federal contract 
Discussion with Oklahoma Attorney General regarding contract for Administrative Law 
Judge 
Discussion with Oklahoma Department of Corrections regarding employee handbook 
Discussion with member of the public regarding farm corporation approval 
Discussion with member of the public regarding regulations for farming ginseng 
Discussion with Attorney General's office regarding ongoing litigation against employees of 
the Investigative Services Unit 
Discussion with member of the public regarding licensing of pet rescue 
Personnel matters 
Call from public regarding drought relief 
Call from public regarding nursery rules and selling chicks and ducklings 
Call from public regarding soil amendments 
Call from local media regarding open records request 
Meeting with division director regarding Notices of Violations 
Call from public regarding a dam on her property in danger of breaching 
Call from Texas Rangers regarding open records request 
Call from public regarding the growing of marijuana 
Call from public regarding license for ice vending machine 
Call from public regarding her neighbor’s out of control/angry Barbados ram 
Call from public regarding history of property in Canadian County 
Call from public inquiring into available funds for a septic system 
Call from public regarding licensing rabbit hutch 
Call from public regarding international travel with a canine 
Call from public regarding farm tax identification number 
Discussion with AEMS regarding Notices of Violations 
Discussion with CPS regarding Notices of Violations 
Research regarding approval of a label with instructions on the use of the fertilizer on 
marijuana plants 
Meet with Executive Office regarding personnel working outside of the office 
Meet regarding budget and personnel matters 
Prepare Commercial Pet Breeder Annual Renewal mailing 
Meet regarding personnel and comp time 
Discuss pet breeder matters with inspector 
Discuss need for pet breeder license with general public 
Contact USDA regarding breeder licensing information 
Discuss ODEQ jurisdictional issues with CPS 
Review and discuss Braum’s NOT letter with AEMS 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-214 Andy Deterding Ag Aviation spray drift and 
failure to provide records 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-213 All Kill Termite and Pest Control inaccurate 
Wood Infestation Report 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-211 Adam Evans working without a pesticide license 
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Closed with no action taken OGC-16-216 Orkin Inc. paperwork issues regarding termite 
treatment 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-215 Rick Kroll improper pesticide application 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-205 Ken’s Bed Bug Service operating without a 
pesticide license 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-211 Adam Evans working without a pesticide license 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-225 Southeast Pest Control termite pretreat 
Discuss legislation with Executive Office 
Discuss pet breeder program with breeder 
Discuss canine brucellosis test results with breeder 
Review AgPDES general permit versus individual permit document 
Review SB1142 regarding feral swine hunting 
Discuss pet breeder program with farm organization 
Discus pet breeder license renewals with breeder 
Discuss swine LMFO facility with AEMS 
Discuss personnel matters 
Discuss State Board of Agriculture agenda with Executive Office 
Discuss HSUS open records request 
Discuss potential pet breeder complaint with citizen 
Work in pet breeder complaint database 
Discuss Oilseed Commission election with Executive Director 
Discuss animal shelter license renewal with facility 
Discuss pet breeder questions with citizen 
Review HB2205 regarding workers comp issues 
Discuss TMUA Eucha/Spavinaw agreement with AEMS 
Discuss P&H Okeene Hog Farm with AEMS 
Discuss feral swine rules with Executive Office 
Closed with no action taken OGC-16-243 Robert Mead unreported poultry catastrophic 
death loss 
Discuss potential for Mahard to get an individual permit 
Discuss employee incentive availability with Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-246 M & R landscape Management pesticide drift 
Prepare travel claims 
Discuss mung beans and seed dealer with Executive Office 
Review CAFO draft settlement agreement 
Review OBA Journal 
Discuss parvo puppy with Washington County SPCA 
Discuss poultry operation in Wister watershed with AEMS 
Discuss leave for jury duty with Market Development 
Discuss Forestry suppression issues 
Discuss pet breeder and shelter licenses with Department of Commerce 
Prepare pet breeder complaint for investigation 
Discuss and review Locust Grove Country Cottage records with AEMS 
Discuss pet breeder renewals with breeder 
Discuss hearing on assets for collections 
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Discuss animal shelter license with Bartlesville 
Discuss pet breeder complaint with citizen 
Discuss Westlaw bills 
Discuss feral swine issue with AIS 
Review EPA review of DEQ permit program 
Review Board of Registered Foresters for Senate Staff 
Discuss permit by rule with DEQ 
Discuss poultry applicator NOV dismissal with AEMS 
Review SB1270 regarding electronic reporting of scrap metal to municipalities 
Discuss sales of alcohol on state property with Market Development 
Review cattle theft bill information for OMES 
Discuss Oklahoma Pet Professionals Annual Meeting with president 
Discuss and work on printer problems 
Discuss open records issues 
Research surplus property issues 
Review scrap metal legislation 
Review feral swine exception for agriculture hunting areas 
Discuss canine brucellosis issues 
Discuss license requirements for dog boarding facility 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-272 Andy Deterding Ag Aviation failure to furnish 
records 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-268 Andy Deterding Ag Aviation pesticide drift 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-271 Glenn Dillard Jr. no pesticide license 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-270 Cindy Crosby use of pesticide inconsistent with 
label 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-281 Bluestem Aerial Spraying pesticide drift 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-267 Rex Lundy pesticide drift 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-266 Greg Nowakowski use of pesticide inconsistent 
with label 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-274 Mark Graf pesticide drift 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-273 Farmers Coop use of a pesticide inconsistent with 
label 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-277 David McKinnon unlicensed pesticide applicator 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-284 Chase Nance operating without a pesticide license 
Review mail merge procedures 
Discuss Sooner Scale 
Discuss personnel matters with Governor’s attorney 
Review Horse Racing Commission issues 
Discuss cooperative environmental issues with DEQ and CPS 
Discuss private pesticide applicator license with CPS 
Discuss CAFO permit with farm group 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-299 City Green Lawn Care working without a 
pesticide license 
Close with no action taken OGC-16-294 Hestand Farms failure to notify of 2,4-D 
application 
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Close with no action taken OGC-16-298 Kenneth Perry pesticide drift 
Discuss unclassified employees with Executive Office 
Discuss Forestry Heritage Center with Executive Office 
Review farm to table article 
Work on HSUS open records request 
Discuss Ladon Miller NOV and default 
Discuss Kersee shelter 
Review Louisiana Pesticide General Permit 
Prepare for Oklahoma Pet Professionals Annual Meeting 

 
COMMERCIAL PET BREEDER AND ANIMAL SHELTER ACTIVITIES: 

 
Complaints 

  Current Fiscal Year 
Received 4 32 
Closed 0 38 
Investigations 7 43 
Follow-up 6 55 

 
    

Shelter License  
  Current Fiscal Year 
New Applications 0 4 
Renewal 1 65 
Cancellation 0 5 

 
    

Breeder License  
  Current Fiscal Year    
New Applications 1 8 
Renewal 0 3 
Cancellation 0 1 

   Shelter Inspection 
  Current Fiscal Year    
Pre-Inspection 0 9 
Annual Inspection 0 3 
Follow-up 1 2 
Technical Assistance 10 80 
Close-out 2 8 
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   Breeder Inspection 
  Current Fiscal Year    
Pre-Inspection 0 12 
Annual Inspection 2 38 
Follow-up 1 5 
Technical Assistance 12 60 
Close-out 0 15 

 
 
  Respectfully Submitted,  

  

         
 
        Teena G. Gunter  
        General Counsel  













 Communications Office 
April 2 – May 13, 2016 Activities Report 

 
 
PROJECTS AND MEETINGS 
Board Members Confirmed 
State Board of Agriculture members Ed Hurliman and Jay Franklin were confirmed to serve 
four-year terms ending April 26, 2020. Staff attended and covered for social media. 
 
Bring Your Kids to Work Day 
Staff assisted the Executive Office by preparing printed programs for Bring Your Kids to 
Work Day and taking photographs during the event. Deputy Commissioner Blayne Arthur 
welcomed employees’ children and helped them introduce their parents or grandparents. 
Arthur, Executive Secretary Kandi Batts and Market Development Director Jamey Allen 
began planning the activities last December. The event was well-attended and very well-
received. 
 

 
 
Made in Oklahoma Day at OU 
Staff posted photos to social media of Secretary Reese at MIO Day at OU and also shared 
photos taken by Made in Oklahoma for its Facebook page. 
 
 
 



State FFA Convention 
Staff attended the state FFA convention in Oklahoma City and participated as a panelist for 
the Women in Ag session. 
 
Well-watched videos 
Two videos from staff were posted that now rank among the top five most watched of the 71 
videos on the ODAFF Facebook page, dating back to the previous Commissioner. The 
“Possibility of Severe Weather: Preparing Pets and Livestock” with Dr. Alicia Gorczyca-
Southerland, Staff Veterinarian, had been viewed 4,222 times at the writing of this report, 
about 25 views from being the most watched of all the 71 videos. Also, a video showing 
highlights of ODAFF’s Bring Your Child to Work Day moved into the top five most viewed 
on ODAFF Facebook. 
 
U.S. State Department Fellows 
Staff welcomed guests from India, Myanmar and Bangladesh who are participating in an 
economic development exchange program sponsored by the U.S. State Department. The 
fellows are placed with Oklahoma businesses and agencies for a period of several weeks to 
help them gain ideas they can use in their home countries to build their businesses or adopt 
better practices. This international executive exchange program is coordinated locally by Jeff 
Moore from the University of Oklahoma’s Center for the Creation of Economic Wealth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Oklahoma Jelly Making Trails 
Staff worked with Agritourism for on press release announcing the Oklahoma Jelly Making 
Trails. This included a site visit followed by a release with a story, photo and map of the 
Trails. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook has 5,140 likes. This is up 178 from the previous report. 
Twitter has 2,011 followers. This is up 21 from the previous report. 
 
 
PRESS RELEASES 
Firefighters continue work on Anderson Creek Fire as fire weather persists 
Fire danger remains high to extreme in western Oklahoma 
Fire conditions intensify as new fires start 
Firefighters battle new large wildfires in Woodward County 
Oklahoma Forestry Services conducting inventory in various counties 
Warm temperatures and strong wind fan wildfires in Oklahoma 
Wildfire danger remains high today 
New wildfire quickly suppressed in Canadian County 
Last night’s rainfall provided short-term benefits 
Today’s weather reduces fire behavior but increasing fire activity anticipated Wed. – Fri. 
Get off to a good start with fish farming 
Oklahoma Forestry Services conducting inventory in northeastern counties 
Pick Oklahoma on the Oklahoma jelly making trails 
Oklahoma Grain and Feed Assn. assumes management of Oklahoma Wheat Growers Assn. 
OFS conducting inventory in Hughes, Okfuskee, and Okmulgee counties 
Five ways to protect your pet in stormy weather 
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