
CHAPTER 55. COMMERCIAL PET BREEDERS AND ANIMAL SHELTERS

SUBCHAPTER 9. SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT

35:55-9-1. Seizure and impoundment
(a) The Department may seize and impound any animal in the possession, custody, or care of any person who violates the
Commercial Pet Breeders and Animal Shelter Licensing Act if there is reason to believe that the health, safety, or welfare of the
animal is endangered or the animal is believed to be in imminent danger pursuant to paragraph G of Section 30.13 of Title 4 of the
Oklahoma Statutes.
(b) When the Department believes there is reason to seize and impound an animal under the Commercial Pet Breeders and Animal
Shelter Licensing Act, the Department may obtain a court order through the district court in the county where the animal is located,
take custody of the animal, and impound the animal in a safe and appropriate location, which may include shelter in place.

(1) The Department shall have seven (7) days from the date of seizure of the animal to petition the district court in the
county where the animal was seized for a hearing regarding the health, safety and welfare of the animal and the costs of
seizure and impound. The pet breeder or animal shelter shall be given notice of the hearing.
(2) The court may assess the costs of seizure and impound of an animal against the pet breeder or animal shelter who was
in possession, custody, or care of the animal. Reasonable costs may include, but are not limited to, transportation, medical
care, boarding of the animal during its impoundment, euthanasia if determined necessary by a licensed veterinarian of this
state, and any cost associated with adoption of the animal.

(c) If the court finds the Department did not have a reasonable belief that the health, safety, or welfare of an animal was endangered
or was in imminent danger, the court may order immediate return of the animal to the pet breeder or animal shelter and the
Department may be ordered to bear the costs of seizure and impound and return of the animal.
(d) Nothing in this section shall prevent the euthanasia of a seized animal or the provision of any therapy or procedure to a seized
animal as determined necessary by a licensed veterinarian of this state.


